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2 Samuel xix. 2t. iftPart. 

But Abijhai faidj Shall not Sbimei bi 
put to death for this ? 

« TTT has not a good afpedl— «-> 

I This is the fecond time Jbi-- 
Jhai has propofcd Shime?^ 
deftruftion; once in the 1 6th chapter, 
on a fudden tranfport of indignation, 
when Shimei curfed David. — " ff^by 
^^Jhould this dead dog, cried Abijhai^ 
** curfe my lord the king? let me go over^ 
*' / pray tbee^ and cut off his head!^ 

" This had fomething at Icaft of 
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TJpdn tiie hews of his fon Ablalom's 
•confpiracy, David had fled from Je- 
Vufalem, and from his own houfe, fof 
fafety: the reprefentation given of the 
.manner of it, is truly affeding:— ~ 
never was a fcene of forrow fo full of 
■diftrefs! 

The king fled with all his houfehold 
to fave himfelf from the fword of the 
man he loved : hefled with all the marks 
of humble forrow — " with his beadco- 
^jer^d and barefoot \^ and as he went by 
;he afcent of mount Olivet, the facred 
Jiillorian fays he wept — fome gladfome 
fcpnes, perhaps, which there had pafs'd 

;- fome hours of feftivity he had 

fliared with Abfalom in better days^ 

prefled tenderly upon nature, he 

vept at this fad viciflitude of things : 
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—and all tbe people that were Mrith 
him, iboitten with his afBt&ion, r^s- 
ver*d each man bis btad — weeping as 
be went up. 

It was on this Occafion, when Da- 
vid bad got to Bahurim, that Shimei 
the fon of Gera, as we read in the 
5th vcrfe, came out: — was it with the 
choiccft oils he could gather fronji 
mountOlivet, to pour into his wounds? 
—Times and troubles had not done 
enoughs and thou eamell out, Shimei, 
to add thy portion— 

** And as be came^ he curfed Davidy 
and threw Jlpnes and cafi duji at bim^ 
and thus /aid Shimei^ when be curfed: 
Go tOy thou man of Belial^^thou hafi 
fought bloody — and behold thouzncaugbf 
in thy own mi f chiefs for now hath the 



Lord reiunfed upon thee aU the biood 
5^ Said and ins bok/e.*^ 

' There is no fmall degree of mali- 
t:ious craft in fixing upon a feafon to 
^ive a mark of enmity and ill-will: 
a word, — a look, which at one timfe 
would make no impreffion— at an* 
other time wounds the heart; and like 
a fliaft flying with the wind, pierces 
deep, which, with its own natural 
force, would fcarce have reached the 
objeft aimed at. 

This feemed to have been Shimei's 
hopes ; but excefs of malice makes 
men too quickfighted even for their 
own purpofe. Could Shimei poffibly 
have waited for the ebb of David's 
paflions, and till the firft great con- 
fliuT: within him had been over^-then 
B 3 
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the reproack of being guilty <^ Saurs 
blood mud have hurt hioo— -his hears 
was poflefled with other feelings — it 
bled for the deadly fting which Ab- 
(alom had given him. — he felt not 
^he indignity of a ftradigcr — ** Behold. 
my fon Ahjalom^ who came out of mj 
bowels^ feeketbmy life — how much more 
may Sbimei do it ? — let him alone \ it 
may be the Lord may look upon my affile-- 
fioKy and requite me good for this evilJ^ 

An injury unanfwered in courfe. 
grows weary of itfclf, and dies away 
In a voluntary remorfe. 

In bad difpofitions capable of no 

rcdraint but fear it has a different 

tffeft the filent digeftion of one, 

wrong provokes a fecond. — He pur- 
fues him with the fame invcftive; 
axd as David and his men went ly the. 



VM^ Sbimei -went ahmg en :tbB MWi-i 
fide over againfi him 9 and curfed' as hii 
went^ and caji duft at him. ■ ; : •: 

The infolertcc of bafe minds in fuc-' 
cefs is boundlefs ; and would fcarce acJ- 
mit of a comparifon, did noc they 
themfelvesfurnifh us with one in the. 
degrees of their abjedtion when evil re- 
turins upon them — the fame poor heart 
which excites ungenerous tempers ta 
triumphovera fallen ad verfary, infome 
inftances feems to exalt them above the 
point of courage, finks them in others 
even below cowardice. — --Not unlike 
fome little particles of matter ftruck 
oflf from the furface of the dirt by fun- 
fhine— dance and fport there whilft it' 
lafts— but the moment 'tis withdrawa 
—they fall down — for duft they are~ 

B4 " 
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and unto duft they will return-—^ 
whilft firmer and larger bodies preferrc 
the ftations which nature has afligned 
them, fubjeded to laws which no 
change of weather can alter. 

This lad did not feem to be Shi- 
mei's cafe ; in all David's profperity, 
there is no mention made of him— - 
he thruft himfelf forward into the 
circle, and pofTibly was numbered 
amongft friends and wcU-wi(hcrs. 

When the fcenechanges, and David's 
troubles force him to leave his houfe 
in defpair—Shimei is the firft man we 
hear of, who comes out againft him. 

The wheel turns round once more; 
Abfalom is caft down, and David re- 
turns in peace — Shimei fuits his be- 
haviour to the occafion, and is the firft 
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ky his hcadi— was a crirtie 'never toht 
forgiven: ftnd though the P^n-ity of 
his dodtrine, and the works which he 
had done in its fupport^ wereftronger 
arguments on its fide, than his huml^ 

liation could be againft it, yet th^ 

offence ftiU remained ; — they looked 
for the redemptionof Ifrael J but they 
would have it only in thofe dreams 
of power which filled their imagina^- 
tion. t 

Ye who wdgh the worth of all 
things only in the goldfmith*s ba^ 
lance i-^was this religion for you ? — 
a religion whofe appearance was^j^^jp 
great and fplendid,^— but looked thkk 
and meagre, and whofe principle$^w4 
promifes ihewed more like the cufjftft 
of the law, than its bleflingst^^-^-for 
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they called for fuflfering?, ani prOr 
t^ifed little but perfecutions. 

'^ In truth it is not eafy for tribulation 
6r diftrefs, for nakednefs or famine, to 
make many converts out bf pride; or 
reconcile a worldly heart to the fcorn 
add reproaches, which were fure to be 
the portion of every one who believed 
ik myftery fo difcrediced by the world, 
and fo unpalatable to all its paffions 
and pleafurcs. 

V But to bring this fermon to its pro- 
per conclufion. 

If Aftrea or Juftice never finally 
t&dk-her leave of the world, till the 
^y that poverty firft became ridicu- 
les, ic is matter of confolation, that 
thd God of Juftice is ever over us ;-^ 
fhdt whatever outrages the lowncfs of 

C 2 



20 SERMON I. 

our cohiaitidiifaay bfe'expbfed to, from 
a mean and urtdifcerning w6rld,i**^ 
that we wBk in the prefencfc of the 
greateft arid iWdfl: getttrous of Beings, 
who is infinitely removed from cruelty 
and (traitriefs of mind, and all thofe 
little and illiberal paflions, with which 
we hourly infult each other. 

The worft part of mankind are 
not always to be conquered— but if 
they are 'tis by the imitation of 
tliefe qualities which muft do it:— 
*tis true — as Tve fhewn —they may. 

fail ; but ftill all is not loft, for if 

we conquer not the worid-r in the 

very attempts to do it, we fhall at 
Icaft conquer ourfelves, and lay the 
foundation of our peace (where, it 
ought to be) within our own hearty. 



SERMON II. 

The Cafe of Hezekiah and the 
Meffengers. 

[Preached before his Excellency the Earl ctf 
Hertford, at Paris, 1763.] 

2 Kings xx. 15. 

Andhefdid^ What have theyfeen in thine 
houfe? and Hezekiah anfwered^ All 
the things that are in my houfe have 
they feen ; there is nothing amongft 
all my treafures that I have not Jhewn 
them. 



■A^ 



ND where was the harm, 
you'll fay, in all^ this ? 
^' " An eaftern prince, the fon of Ba- 
'■ ladinc, had fcnt meflengers with pre- 

C3 
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fcnts as far as from BabylbhV to con- 
gratulate Hez^ekiah ujpon the recovery 
frotnhis (icknefs; andHezekiah, who 
was a good prince, afted confiftehtly 
with himfelf : be received and enter^ 
tained the men^ and hearkened unto tbem^ 
and before he fent them away, he 
courteoufly (hewed them all that was 
worth a ftranger*s curiofity in hrs 

houfe and his kingdom,- and in 

this, feemed only to have difcharged 
himfelf of what urbanity or the eti^ 
quetteof courts might require. Not- 
withftanding this, in the verfe which 
immediajtely follows the text, we find 
he had done amifs ; and as a punifli* 
ment for it, that all his riches, wbicii 
his forefathers had laid up in ftorc 
unto that d^y, were threatened to b? 
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carried awayin trmmph to Babylon, 
-T-— the very place from whence die 
iDdTeDgers had come. 

A hard return ! and what his beha- 
viour docs not fccm to Rave deferved. 
To iet this matter in a clear light, it 
will be neceflary to enlarge upon the 

whole ftory, the refleftions which 

will ariie out of it, as we go along, 
may help us— —at Icaft, I hope they 
will be of uf^ on their own account. 

After the miraculous defeat of the 
Affyrians, we read in the beginning of 
this chapter, that Hezekiah was fick 
even unto death; and that God fends 
the prophet Ifaiah, with the unwel- 
come meffage, fhaf he {hould Jet his 
Jocufe in order ^ for that be Jhould die^ 
md not Uve. 

C4 
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he.call'4. thee to receive, ks xecoiq^ 
peace? . 

But here it appears of what mate* 
rials man is made* he purfueshappi- 

nefs and yet is fo content with 

tnifery;, that he would wander for ever 
in this dark vak of it,— and fay, 
*' // is gcod^ Lord! fo be bere^ and 
^* to build tabernacles of reft-y* and fo 
long as we are clothed with flefh, and 
nature, has ib great a fhare within 
us, it is no wonder if that part claims 
its right, and pleads for the fweetnefs 
of life, notwithltanding all its care 
and difappointments. 

This natural weaknefs, no doubt, 
had its weight in Hezekiah's earned 
prayer fpr life: and yet from the fiic* 
cefs it met with, and the immediate 



SiE ItiM)(5^1^^ it its 
b« .bad waJIp^dt: before Gp4 in^ururii, 
and wkh a perfed heart, and haddoitt 
tbat wbkh wasrgood tnhis^fi^vi;!-^-^ 
ytt we find that the hafty fumtnona 
affllftcd him grcatlyj— — that upOa 
the delivery of the meflage he wept 
.fore 5 — ' — that he turned his face toi- 

wards the wall, r-perh^ for the 

greater (ecfecy of hia dtvmkmy and 
that» by Withdrawingbimfctf ihusfram 
all external bbjefts, he might offer up 
Jiis prayer unto his God, with greater 
and more fervent attention. 

-T — And he pray*d, and faid, O 
Lord ! I befeech thee remember— 
O Hezekiahl How couldft thou fear 
tbat God had foi^tten thee? or, 
JiQw couldft thou doubt of his re- 
membrance of thy integrity, when 



chiiigc of God'^s purpofe thertitpon, 
it is hard to imagine, but that it muft 
h^rebeen accompanied with fome me- 
ritorious and more generous motive ; 
and if we fuppofe, as fome have done^ 
that he turned his face towards the 
wall, becaufe that part of his cham- 
ber looked towards the temple, the 
cafe pf whofe prefervation lay next his 
heart, we may confiftently enough 
give this fcnfe to his prayer. 

** O God remember how I have 
** walked before thee in truth j — — 
** how much I have done to refcue 
** thy religion from error and falfe- 

** hood -, thou knoweft that the 

** eyes of the world are fixed upon me, 
^^ as one that hath forfaken their ido-^ 
*^jyitry, an4 rcftored thy woribipi-* 



;^^ tfi^jC I Aan4 in the p}^ ojf a ci^ooked 
f ^ and corrupt gcwratipD,. vrbi9)l»l$)0^« 
V thi^* ^1 jjiy adtiona, anfi vf^W:jlji?s 
" 4li event$ which happen XQm^i \£ 
*^ now they Ihall fee me fnatcbed 
^« away in the midft of my days and 
"fervicc. How will thy great name 
** fuffer in my extinftion? Will not 
" the heathen fay, This it is to feryc 
" the God of Ifracl !_^How fsii^h- 
*« fully did Hezckiah walk before 
" him ? — What enemies did he bring 
** upon himfelf, in too warmly pro- 
*• moting his worlhip? and now wlien 
" the hour of fickncfs and diftrefs 
.*' came upon him, and hemoft wantra 
," the aid of hi3 God: — behoW now 
" Jic was forfaken!" 
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It % tikft tmteiforwbte t^ afcribe 
fdtMl ibch t)bns and more diftmercfted 
rtatiW to Heaekiah's dcfirc of life, 
fr6theh« iffufe^dfucccfs of his prayer: 
— Lljf^ // (r^/«i^ /^ fa/s^ before Ifaiab 
had gone dut into the middk courts that 
fbettfordof the Lord came to bim^ Joy^ 
ifigrtjtmagkin and tell Hezekiab I have 
biard bis frcyer^ Iba^efeen bis tears\ 
dn4 heboid I will heal bitfh 

It was upon this occaHon, as we read 
in the 12th verfe of this chapter, that 
Baradodc-baladan, fon of Baladine 
king of Babylon, fent letters and a 
prefcnt unto Hezekiah: he had heard 
the fame of his ficknefs and recovery ^ 
for as the Chaldeans were great fearch- 
(pys into the fccrets of nature, cfpecially 
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into the mociofis of the cdcftnl ^k^ 
dies, in all probability they had taken 
nodcC) atthatdiftance,<^tlieftraDge 
appearance of the Ihadow's returning 
ten degrees backwards upon their dials^ 
and had inquired and learned upon 
what account, and in whofe favour 
fuch a fign was given; lb that thi^ 
agronomical miracle, bcfides the :pQ- 
litical motive which it would fugged 
of courting fuch a favourite of hea^ 
ven, had been fufficient by itfelf to 
have led a curious people as fis^r af 
Jerufalem, that they might fee the 
man for whofe fake the fun had .foxr 
fook his courfe. -■ ■■,: 

And here we fee how hard it is t6 
ftand the fliock of profperity,- — and 
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haw ffiodi tratr z proof we give of 
mar ftrength in that extreme of lifi^ 
dian in the other. 

In all the trials of adverfity, we find 
that Hezekiah behaved well,— ^—no- 
thing unmanned him : when befieged 
by the Aflyrian hoft, which (hut hinv 
up in Jerufalcm, and threatened his 
deftruftion, — he ftocd unfhaken, and 
depended upon God's fuccour.— — 
When caft down upon his bed of 
ficknefs, and threatened with death, 
he meekly turn'd his face towards the 
wall, wept and pray*d, and de- 
pended upon God's mercy : — but no 
fooner docs profperity return upon 
jiim, and the meflengers from a far 
country come to pay the flattering ho- 
mage due to bis grcatnefs, and the 
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leitraordinory ^tciijr of his 1^, fasiC 
ht tucfis giddjr, aod ifinkd imder the 
weight of his good fof mne^ tnd with 
J8L tranfport unbecoming a wife man 
upon it, — *us faid, he hearkened unto 
the men, and fhew'd them all the 
houfe of his precious things, the fiU 
wr and the gold, the fpices and the 
precious ointments, and all the houie 
of his armour, and all that was found 
in his treafures ; that there was nothitig 
in his houfe, nor in his dominions, that 
Hezekiah fhewM them not: for tho-' 
it is not exprefsly faid here, (tho* it i%\ 
in the parallel p^age in Chronicles)-'^' 
jior is he charged by the prophet that 
he did this out of vanity and a weak 
tranfportof oftentation;--r — yet as wc 
iV.e fure God .could not be ofFended, 
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vbut where there was a real crime, wc 
might reafonably conclude that this 
was his, and thathe whofearchesinco 
the heart of man, beheld that his was 
corrupted with the bleffings he had 
given him, and that it was juft to 
TOake what was the occaQon of his 
pride, become. the inftrument of his 
punifhment, by decreeing, that ail the 
riches he had laid up in flore until 
that day,, fhould be carried away in 
triumph to Babylon, the very place 
from whence the meflengers had come 
who had been eye^witnefles of his 
fbliy. 

*^ O Hezekiah ! How couldft thou: 
••^provoke God to bring this judg- 
** ment upon thee? How could thy/ 

Vol. Ill, JX 



^ fpirit,.aU*iiBcck and geotk as it ^as 
*^ha¥< e^er fallen inta this iharej 
^* Were thy treafurcs rich ais the c^4 
** -— Whati was thy heart ib vain.;^ 
*• to be lifted up therewith? Wasi WH 
•* all that was valuable in the world-rr 
** nay, was not heaven itfelf ainjofl 
^* at thy cammed whilft thou wad 
** humble? and> How was it, th/^tthou 
«« couldft barter away .all thia, far 
^^ what was lighter than a bubble^ an4 
** defecrate an aftion fo full of cour- 
*^ tefy and kindnefs as thine appeared 
** to be, by fuffering it to take.M 
^' rife from fo polluted a fountain?"; 
There isicarce any thing which^thc 
heart more unwillingly bears, thaft art 
analyfis of this ki^d> 



r^r We am t ftringe xxm^poand i and 
iotHiVhifig foreign frMi wli4t tharity 
ii^6fa!d*fufpt6l, fo eternally twifts itfclf 
4fito whaft we do, that not only m mo« 
ihentous concerns, where intereft lifts 
tinder h all the powers of difguife,— 
but even in the moft indifferent of 

cof aftions, — not worth a fallacy 

fey force of hibit, we contirtue it: (o 
ihk whatever si man is about, ^ — ob- 
ferte him,— — 4ie ftands arm^d infidc 
^hdout with two motives; an often- 

fible one for the world, and an- 

6thef' which he referves for his own 
private ufe ; — this, you may fay, the 
world has no concern with: it might 
bgycbeen foj but by obtruding the 
wrong motive uppn the world, and 
ftealingfrom it a chara<fter, inftead of 
D 2 
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winning one;— -—we give it a rights 
and a temptation abng with it, to ih^ 
quire into the affair. .■> . 

The .motives of the ont for doiiirg 
it, are often little better than tbe others 
for dcfcrving it. Let us fee if fome 
focialr virtue may not be extraded 
from the errors of both the one and 
the other. i 

Vani^'y bids- all her fons to be.ge- 

nerous and brave, and her daughr 

ters to be chafte and courteous.— — 
But why do we want her inftruftiona.? 
•— — A(k the comedian who is taught 
a part he feels not — - . 

Is it that the principles of religion 
want ftrength, or that the real pafiion 
for what is good and worthy will not 
carry us high enough— — God! thou 
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knoweft they carry us too high 

we want not to be — but to feem-^ 

Look out of your door, — talce no^ 
eke of that man : fee what difquiedng, 
intriguing, and fcifting, he is contenjc 
to go through, merely to be thought 
a man of plain-dealing: — three grains 
of honefty would fave him all this trou- 
ble alas ! he has them jjot.—— - 

Behold a fccond, under a fhow of 
l^iety hiding the impunities <A a de- 
bauched life: — -«hc is juft entering 

"the houfe of God: would he was 

*more pure — or lefs pious t — but then' 
he could not gain his point. 

Obferve a third going on almofl: in- 
t^e fame track, with what an in- 
flexible landity of deportment he fuf%, 
, D 3 ■■ ■■ ■ ■ ' 
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tains iiimfeif a* he advances ;<«^-<eve;;]^ 
line in his face writes abftinence^^^r^-Tr* 
every ft ride looks like a check ,upp» 
his defires : fee, I befeech you, how |i^ 
is cloak'd up with fcrmons, pray^^^ 
and facraments; and fp bemuffled 
with the externals of religion, that he 
has not a hand to fpare for a worldly 
purpofe; — he has armour at leaft-r 
Why does he put it on 2 Is there no 
f^rving God without all this? Muft 
the garb of religion be extended (a 
wide to the danger of its rending?— 
Yes truly, or it will not hide the ife- 
ctet and, What is that? 

— 1 — That the faint has no rcligiofi. 
at all. -MP- 

— But here connes GEifBRQWTYft> 
giving—— » not to a decayed jwrtift— •t? 



S^E I«^3\rON1 SI? ^ 
tout tfrthc a#t9^d fciciKcs ihettikhtt^^ 
-=«Sre,-^^ tetfdlr libt a ibnmbirin the 
lik^aptrtpr the prophet \ feiit Wh6fe 
ffihdbiS and cotfeges for tKofe who 
cbme after. Lord \ how they will 

ihagniff his name! \\% in capital 

already; thefirft---the higheft, ih th* 
gilded rem^rbll trf every hofpital and. 
afykim — '•— • ' 

^ *— — One honeft tear (hed in private 
over the unfortunate, is worth it all. 

' What a problematic fet of creatures^ 
does emulation make us ! Who would. 
divine, that all that anxiety and con- 
cern, fo vifible in the airs of one half of 
that great affembly, fhould drife from, 
nothing elfe, but that the other hatf^ 
of it may think them to be men o£ 
conftquence^ penetration, parts^ an& 
D4 



4% a® F&f4)(M^ IK 

c6iidufb&*i4<What a: noife alteongftthfto 
dfeirtfant^ ab6«ft itf B^bdW^^il^wifliJ^iv 
oat of meretpride,— — aAd-hoftefl^it 
alttioft out of knavery :i--i—Cifei/?ii5ri- 
li^yer Once in harm's way,-:^and cou^r 
rage, like a Spanilh foldier tipchi itr- 
Italian ft age — a bladder full of vrfhd.— 
: ——-Hark ! that, the found of that 

trumpet, -let not my foldier rur^ 

r- — *tis fome good Chriftian giving 
alms. Q, Pity, thou gentleft of hii^ 
man pafTions ! -foft and tender are thy 
notes, and jU accord they with foloud' 
an inftrument. " 

• Thus fomething jars, and will for, 
ever jar in thefe cafes: impoftiire'ii 
M diffoAanee, let what m after foever 
of it undertake the p^rt-, let him hiri> 
TDonite aad modulate it as he.mijfir 



'Q{l($ jtOMriWiil contradia ari6th6t i ahd: 
wbilft wa have ears to hcar^ w<Jh^ 
di^ngiiifli k: 'tis truth only which ia. 
ccHififtent and ever in harmony with^- 
itf^f- it fits upon our lips, like the?, 
uaturM notes of fome melodies, ready 
to drop out, whether we will or no^. 
— -r— it racks no inveitfion to let our- 
fc^vcs alone, and needs fear no cri- 
tick, to have the fame excellency in 
the Jieart which appears in the aftion. 

V It is a pleafing allufion the fcripture 
imakes ufe of in calling us fometimes 
a houfe, and fometimes a temple, ac- 
Cpiding to the more or lefs exalted 
qualities of the fpiritual gueft which is 
lodged .within us : whether this is the 
precife gro,und of the diftinftion, I will 
rjfii. affirm;; jbut, thus xpu^ nuj, bC; 
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fiid^ Itefi if ^e am ttrbr tertpte*'^ 

"AitrtJth arMfingfcnefs faf teart w*kftf 
mtifl: tiidkt the dedication : ^tis tHii^ 
which muft firft diftingmfli them f^tt^ 
the unhallowed pile, where ditty triBtk 
^d- iihpofitions afe f)raaifed by thi' 
hoft upon the traveller, who tarries hisH 
for 2t ttioment, and returns tlot again. 

We all take notice, how clofe and 
referved people are y but we do qot 
take notice, at the fame time, that 
c?rery one may have fomething to con- . 
ccal, as well as ourfelvesj and that^ 
we are only marking the diftances^ 
ahd taking the meafures of felf defence^ 
from each other, in the very inftances 
we complain of: this is fo true^ th^^^ 
there is fcarce any charader fo rare, 
as a man of real open and generous . 



m(^i:iity,<-T^—rwlK> carries bis^ar^ ifl 
1^ band,— '-^who fays the thing bc 
tJ^fAks, and does the thing he pre- 
tends. Tho' no one can diflike th^ 
c^arafter, — yet, Difcretion generally; 
l^akes her head, — and the world fooa 
lets him into the reafon. 

*' O that I had in the wilderuefi (i 
•• lodgifig of 'u^ ay faring men I that I 
•* might leave fucb a people^ and go 
^^from them-'" Where is the man 
ofaiiice fenfe of truth and ftrong 
feeflngs, from whorti the duplicity of 
the world has not at one time or other 
wt-dng the fame wi(h j and where lies 
the wildernefs Co which fome one has 
not fled, from the fame melancholy 
iiti;t)tilfe> 

TMius much for thofe who give oc* . 
caffcfn to fce thought ill df j— •— let us^ 



fay ^ \y^rd or two unta thofc .wI^q 

• . Bmc to avoid all eoaimon-pla?? 
.c:aot as much as I can on this heai^i 

1 will forbear to fay, bccaufe I 

^o not think it, — —that 'tis a breach 
of Chriftian charity to think or fpeak 
evil of our neighbour, &c. 

——We cannot poid it : pur .qpir* 
i^ions muft follow the evidence^ a^pd 
we arc perpetually in fuch cng^ge^^ 
finents and fituations, that 'tis ouif.4ji- 
tics tp fpeak what our opinions arjBrrr 
but God forbid that this ever fhQU^ji 
be done, but from its bed motive-er 
t^e fenfe of what is due to virtMg, 
governed by difcretion andthe.ntmQ^ 
rfcllow-feeling: were we to go on oth^r- 
..^if^^ beginning with the greax.brp^^^ 



cloak of hypocrify, and "To dowft 
througk all its littk trimmings dtM 
facings^ tearing 'away without m^cy 

aH that look'd feemly, -we Ihould 

leave but a tatter'd world of it/ 

Bub I confine what I have 'to fay to 
a charafter lefs equivocal, and which 
takes up too much room in the world : 
it is that of thofe, who from a gene- 
ral diftruft of all that looks difih- 
terefled, finding nothing to blame in 
an aftion, and perhaps mueh to ad- 
mire in it^— immediately fall foiil 
upon its motives : Does Job ferve God 
for nought? What a vile infinuation ! 
Befides, the queftion was not, whe- 
tlier Job was a rich manor a poor 
man ? — but, whether he was a man of 
integrity or ho? and the appearances 
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were {bx>ng on his fide : indeed U 
tnighc have been otherwife; it was 
poflible Job might be ihfincere, and 
the devil took the advantage of the 
die for it*' 

It is a bad pidture, and done by a 
terrible matter, and yet we are always 
copying it. Does a man from real 
conviiflion of heart forlake his vices ? 
——the pofition is not to be allowed, 
-——no; his vices have for&ken him. 

' Docs a pure virgin fear God and 
fay her prayers: — — fhe is in her 
clKTiaacrick. 

Does humanity cloath and edticate 

the unknown orphan? Poverty t 

thou haft no genealogies :—— See ! is 
he not the father of the child ? Thus 
do we rob heroes of the beft part of 
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■'tbeir glory-^th^ir virtue. Ta^e aw^iy 
the motive of the aft, you ukt awajr, 
all that is worth having in i^ ;-rwrcft 
it to ungenerous ends, you load the 
virtuous man who did it with infa^ 

my, iUndo it aIl-«-I befeech you:: 

give him back his honour, reftore 

the jewel you have taken from him-t— 
replace him in the eye of the world*— • 
^ — ~it 15 too late. 

It is painful to utter the reproaches 
which fhould come in here.— — I wiH 
truft them wich yourfclvcs: in coming 
from that quarter, they will more na* 
turally produce fuch fruits as will not 

fct your teeth on edge for they 

will be>the fruits of love and good- 
will, to the praife of God and the hap* 
i^inefs of the world, whkk I . wifh. . : t 
1 
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SERMON III; ^ 

Tiie Levite and his Concu:bine. 



Judges x\x: j, 2, 3. 
Jnd it came to fafs in thofe days^ when 
there was no king in Ifrael^ that there 
was a certain Levite fojotiming on the 
ftde of mount Ephraim^ who took unt^ 
him a concubine, ... 



A 



CONCUBINE!— but 
the text aecounts^ for it^ 
for in thofe days there was no king in If 
roil^ and the Levite, you will fay>, 
like, every other man in it, did what 
was right in his own eyes,— —and fo, 
j|rpu may ^dd, did his concubine too^ 
• Vol. lit E 



^heff •and wherever flie fecks a lheke«:» 
may the handof juftice 0iut the dqdH: 
againft hen- • ' . . 

Not fo h for 'flie ^ent \untp her fa- 
ther's Wafela Bethleh<un^judaht and 
was with him rfeur wMk immihs. 

upon the ficklenefs and Vftttity df this 
world and its pkafui^si! l fee the 
holy man upoh his kiietis,-r^«— rwith 
hands oomprelfed to his jbpromj aqd 
with t)plifi^ eyes, thanking hcaofCfii 
that the Obgedt ^JcK had &:|^ 
^ared his afieQiom, W99 g^*...^,.^ 

The text gives a di£Etr^s|;^ pi^l^ 
4»f hkt^9mnyf<>r^^-^eiaK^4mdMiali 



^ iring her back agaith fe^^^Wr '^ 

fdjkw bim^ bt-r/jdctd to f^lM^bimit^ 

iWehtlatbr^'ifK^f* \vbrt^^ tahcs t)f c*fety 

^f^^•^L^]tiSpk)iwPh^^ fniatch the 
^cH^ and dit-y Will litiifh it wiflifo 
AM^y hard fl:r6kes, and with fo dirty 
%^eokiUfirtg, that Candour znd Cvufhjy 
HvllFflt mtomtfe as they look at it.— 
•iG^htle' and virtuous fpirits! ye who 
know hot what it is to be rigid ih- 
3K»f(rfeter3y Bot of your oiva f&iUngs, 
-^^ Rddrefs myfelf^* M uft- 
£ 2 
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4vired:4dvc)catcs for the conduit of 
the iBi%qided,—— Whence is it, tKat 
■the world is not more jealous of 
your office? How often mufli: ye rt-^ 
-peat it, " That fuch a one's doing fo 
or fo" — is not fufEcient evidence by 
itfelf to pverthrow the accufed ? That 
our aftions ftand furrounded with a 
thoufand circumftances which do not 
prcfent themfelves at firft fight;— that 
the firft fprings and motives which 
impcird the unfortunate, lie deeper 
ftill;— — and, that of the millions 
which every hour are arraign*dj thou- 
fands of them may have crr'd merely 
from the bead^ and been aftually out- 
witted into evil ; and even when from 
the heart,— —that the difficulties and 
temptations under which fhey afted. 
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——the force of the paflions,— the 
fuitablenefe of the objeft, and the 
many ftruggles of virtue before (he 

fell, may be fo many appeals 

from juftice to the judgemqnt-fcat of 

pity. 

Here then let us flop a moment, 
and give the flory of the Leviteand 
his Concubine a fecond hearing: like 
all others, much of it depends upon 
the telling; and as the Scripture has- 
left us no kind of comment upon it, 
'lis a ftory on which the heart cannot 
be at a lofs for what to fay, or the 

imagination for what to fuppofe • 

the danger is, humanity may fay too 
much. 

And it came to pafs in thofc daysy 
when there was no king in IJratly that 
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C¥kcilhiH^-^ — • •' •';.•':'. V t.;-: 

'6 Abrahicm, thou fafe of ^-fllfe 
faithful f if this was wrong,— ^Wh^ 
didfl: thou fet fo cnfnaring an cxarrfpfe 
before the eyes of thy defcendants ^ 
«d. Why did the God of Abrahlth^ 
the God of Ifaac and Jiieobi blefs io 
tfttti the feed of fuch Jittier^OiU'fts, 
and proniifc to multiply' aftd make 
princes come out of them? 

God can dlfpeitfe with Ms o^b 
laws; and accordingly we find the 
holieft of the patriarchs, and others 
in Scripture whofe hearts deaVMftKjft 
unto God, accommodatmg tb^mfHves 
as well as they could to^ the difpe»- 
fation : that Abraham had Hagar^*^ 



Raigiwcl and. ticah^ .tt)<d^?jiVfe- ,w 
him Zilpah and Bilhkh^ fKHo.,#|j(9[i 
ip^jtpf.jchje tribes cjcfceofj^^ ^^^^*^ 
p,f^jid had ^^Ypn wives an^ t;«n ,{c;9»t 
c^^jine^;— rRehoboam, fi;Kyj- — rfi^^* 
that, in whatever cafes it b^caonp.ff^ 
proath^bie, ,i t iecmed npt ia ; much 
the thing itfclf^ as the . aj^pfc of Jf, 
which made it Jo : this w^s renifir^t 
abb in thac^iSalomon^i wJ^afp fXr 
ccfs became an ioftiU ppiw ihc priMir 
iejjes jof mankind^ for by the fiwiie 
fJan of luxury^ wJiich made it ncr 
ccffary .vp have forty thpuffMicJ^AiilJs 
q/ .horfe^'-f^'had unfprtimattly miC- 

iivi^n hundred wives, %ni th^m h^ft- 

E 4 



5^ «§,RM(QMii'ia-^ 

that t})Ci\i.^inad^ft Ibme amieniji |a«/.^ 
thjrbad praftice, by thy good preftchrji 
•ing, what had become of thee !— ^ 

three hundred but let us tura^^ 

afide, I befeech you, from fo Tad a 
ftumbling-block. 

The Levite had bat one.^ The 
Hebrew word imports a woman a, 
concubine, or a wife a concubine, to 
diftinguilh her from the more infa- . 
mous fpecies, who came under the 
roofs of the Jicentious without prin- 
ciple. Our annotatfors tell us,' that ip , r 
Jtvnih aconomicksy thefe differed little. . 
from the wife, except in ibme outj^.; 
ward ceremonies and ftipulations, but.^^, 
agreed with her in all the true cffenc^f^ /[ 
of marriage, and gave themfelves up ,. 



t*lhe httaan*, (for f6 ^'hriTCalf^d) 

and with ^cftion. ' • 

Such a one the Lcvite wanted to 
fliare'his folitude, and fill up that 
uncomfortable blank in the heart in 
fuch a fitiration-, for notwithilanding 
all we meet with in books, in many 
of which, no doiibr, there arc a good 
many handfome things faid upon the 
fweetsof reriremenr, &c. . . .yetftill 
* '* '// is not good for man to he alone :^^ 
nor can all which the cold-hearted pe- 
dant ftuns our ears with upon the 
fubjeft, ever give one anfwer of fatif- 
faftioii to the mind; in the midft of 
the loudeft vauntings of philofophy. 
Nature will have her yearnings for fo- 
ciety and f riendftiipj ^-— a good heart 



wotictibmie ofagefbcacbefkiiid ^ o^j i A ' ■- 
andde beft parts 'o£.imiibk>pd,^(ibKb 
the ^cjpfr of our fpiritd; iuffin: mciSf 
under thc.dcftitution# - ^-^d: :'^o;? tj^ii 

Xet the torpid Mbhlt fccffc heaVJsd^ 
comfortlefs and- alone;— --Goa fpifed 
him ! for my own p^rtt J fear, I 
fliouldi pevcr fo find th$ way; Id Q)^ 
be wife and rcligiow ,-JTntbiii: lei nwL 
be Ma» 5: wherever i tl>y;|Pn9vidcnc?v 
places mc^ or whatever Jbe the road It 
take to get to thee*-*-* give me fomr 
companion in my journey) be ic only^ 
to remark to,- How our fhadowa^^ 
lengthen as the fun goes dowap^N?^ 
to whom I may fay. How fitlb>i«^4h^r 
face of nature! How fweet the ^owpm^ 
of the field! How dielkiaii^ .ate .ihofirt 
fruits I . .i-,u : - . .-; ;->'■''• 
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-Al^ wiih^J)ttter iieii)^{Jal: 

life tx)gecher,^^-----^flte wanomiyt tavhhl^: 
a,04lf9 juntQ afiicKhery and fled irom 

' It i^th* iriMrartd quiet hatflof thtf 
\ff6t\^ wh€^ ^e ^iidrallf tfuwiged 
^d borne down by «he olh^ htttf <tf 
i?^' biit in* thtt' they have th^ A^VaiK 
tigcf whatcvbr-^brthe fenfrsfr^tbeir 
nBrongs^ thut pride AandsJiotfijwatcb^ 
f\dr a .t:entincl over their foiignwa«f% 
ae/itjdoes in the breafts of ti^ fierce 
and-ftoward : v^ (hould all o£ Us^ I 
l«lieve, be more fi>rgi¥ing thaa we 
^rev vrould the world but giw vs 
hftve; ^buc it h wpi to iDterpofe its jfl 
offices in remiffiOM, efpeciaily df t^ 
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kiMihht troth is, ithm its laws^.*^^^ 
SvWch^the^icart is hot llwafs it party^ 
and aifts fo tike an ^e^eeling eiagkc 
in all cafes without diftinftien^ tbat 
it requires all the firmncfs of the mbft 
fettled humanity to bear up againftitt 

Many a bitter conflidt would the 
Levite have to fuftain with himfelf — 

his Concubine-^ and the fentimcnts 

of his tribe, upon the wrong done 

him:-^ much' matter* for pleading 

— and many an em bar raffing account 
on all fides : in a period of four whole 
months, every paffion would take its 
empire by turns 5 and in the ebbs add 
flows of the lefs unfriendly ones. 
Pity would find fomc moments to 

be Heard Religion herfelf would 

iiot be filent,— — CHAkiTY woiiid 



have much toiay,— ^and tl^t^ifttyj^jj'^ 
every objed he beheld on. t^e ibQj^4^(;$ 
of: mount Epbraim,— — ,ever)r gcj^t 
and grove he paf&'d by^ would .(^lic^it 
ithe recoUedlion of former kindnefs, 
and awaken an advocate in her behalf, . 
more powerful than them all. 

- *^ I grant — r^l grant it all/'— he 
would cry,^' 'tis foul ! *ti,s faith- 

^^ kfs U but. Why is tji? door of 

u^f mercy to be Ihut for ever againft it ? 
Mfrf and. Why is it. to be the.pply fad 
ri^' crime that the injured may not re- 
-j** mit, or reafou or imaginatioa pals 
: (^'. over without a fc^r? — —Is it the 
,." blacked? lo what catalogue of hu- 
Gj" man offeixccs is ir fo marked ? or, 
:?•> Is it, that of all others 'tis a blow 
.' " moft grievpus to be endured ?~— 



mcniiejt J whicln gire' 0^'4k! iB^6e n» 
*r|1i5s'wdipon WhldfhflSl^titJ: 'ftie^ 
«i;afi4''Wlrtthcf 4t is'-libt thf 6wn 
'♦fv^'jMdev^-much as oijr'vitt'ucs, wl^ich 
" at tlil^ moment exdfe the'grcatefl: 
^ part 'W^ thit il^'tbleF4b1c an^uifti 
•^'Hfr'tlii^ Wotoc 'wlfiich^ 1 Wm tayitig 
•^^ W tier cKirjgc i'*^«V;fndrcffdi^^^^^^ 

^ unMppy CTCatcrc of thine to bp 
^**peffec4aied by nieivith fo rnyqh 
** cruel revenge and Timcorous,^^ 
♦* as my firft tranfport calltcfj^ fpn^ 
*^ Have faults |io extqmaiEbns ?j:r--T«- 

«« trelpafs was comrQUie^lhff jfofj^;)^ 
«* the partner of her gpiijJ,^^iW 



.*:ff> tljere M^flfarntefbcilWw^iifc 
*f tfiWP^O^ljJ/^ing 008 bf/vtl|Cfiioid 
^% ^d ^fKMftiw^ii^ there, tfaV 4ipt^ 

:** ^^rcr ftray ing by dclufiop, .^nid ;Wh 
" rily treading back her fteji^ir— •- 
". Sweet is the Ipok »Qf forrow igf. aft 
** offence, 'in ^ heart deter njiqed ,nc^ 
** vet to commiLit more! — ^-rUpon 
•♦that akaronly couRl I offer u^ njy 
*^ -wrongs. Cruel is the puntQinient 
^^ whicii an ingehtiotjs mind ^1 take 
** }3ppoh itfeif, from-the rcmorlc of k^ 

^* liand a trelpafs againft me, ^and 

^'^'if thk will not balance the account^ 
^•^'^--^aft <jW) t 'let me forgive the 
^•reift. Mfcrdy^ell becomes the heart 
«^"or all thy ciffeitures,- — -But moft 
*^ bf^ thy feMnt^ a Levite,^ Vlio of- 



•* fcrs up fo many daily facrifices to^ 
^ thee, for the tran^ceffions of thjj^ 

*' people.— — 

■ • > ■ 

-r-^* But to little purpofe, he woutd 
*• add, have I ferved ar thy aharj 
** where my bufinefs was to fuc foif 
•* mercy, had I not learned to prac- 
^ tifc it," 

Peace and happinefs reft upon the 
head and heart of every man who can 
thus think ! 

So he arofe^ and went after ber^ ta 
fpeak friendly to her — in the origin^<r^ 

*« to fpeak to her heart j** -to *p/- 

ply CO their former endearments,— and 
to a(I<, How fhe could be fo unkind 
to him, and fo very unkind to-hgiflj: 



— —Even the upbraidings of th^e 
quiet and relenting are fwect : not 
like the flrivings of the fierce and in* 
CTorable, who bite and devour all who 
have thwarted them in their way j— 
but they are calm and courteous, like 
the fpirit which watches over their 
charafter : How could fuch a temper 
woo the damfel,' and not bring her 
back? or, How could the father of 
the damfel, in fuch a fcene, have a 
heart open to any impreffions but 

thofe mentioned in the text; 

TifOt when he faw him^ he rejoiced /r 
met him ;—— -urged his ftay from day 
tjb day, with that moft irrefiftible of 
kil invitations,-— " Comfort thy hearty 
and tarry alt nighty and let thine heart 
iemerry^^. 
Vol. III. F 



66 SERMON IIL 
If Merty aad Truth thus met to< 

• 

gether in fettling this account, L^vc 
vouU fuitlj be of the pacty : great- 
great is iu power in cenientiQg what 
Jus been broken, and wiping oitt 
jwfongi even finom the menjory itielf : 
and fo it wa8-*«*-£Dr the Levite aioie 
4ip, and with him his Concubine and 
iiis ficnrant, and they departed* 

U ferves no purpole to purfiie the 
(lory further; the cataftrophe is. hor- 
rid, and would lead ui beyond the 
particular purpofe for which I have 
enlargied upon thus much of i^-'^-and 
tiiat is, to difcredit raih judgmicnt^ 
and illuftrate from the manner of 
conduding this drama, the couitdf 
which the dramatis perfon^ of tvttf 
other piece may have a right to. At 
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moft one half of our time is ipetit in 
telling and hearing evil of one anoth^ 
-^fomc unfortunate knight is always 
upon the ftage— — and every hour 
brii^ forth fomething ftrange and 
terrible to fiU up our difcouffe and 
cor ^suftonifluneiit, ^^ How people can 

be fo fboKih !" and 'tis well if the 

cM^iment ends there; fo that there 
h not a ibcial vittue for which there 
is &> conftant a demand^^i^ory confe-^ 
quendy, fb weU worth cultivating, as 
that which oppofes this unfriendly 
cufrent-^— many and rapid are the 
iprings which feed it, and various and 
fodien, God knows^ are the gulls 
w^hich render it linfafe to us in this 
fliort pafl^X)f bur life : let us mak« 
tficdifcotirfe as ferviceable a$ W5 can, 
F 2 
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by tracing fome of the rtioft fcmarSii* 
able of thiem up to their foufce. '^ 

■ And, firft, there is one miferable in- 
let to this evil, and which, by the way, 
if fpeculation is fuppofed to precedd 
practice, may have been derived, fbf 
aught I know, from fome of our bu* 
fieft inquirers after nature,— and that 
is, when with more zeal than know« 
ledge we account for phenomena, be- 
fore we are fure of their exiftence*— ^ 
// is not the manner of thrRomam Un 
cohdemn any man to deaths (much k& 
to be martyred) faid Feftus ; ' aili 
doth our lazv judge any man hefpf^ik 
hear htm y and know what be i6ih*% 
cried Nicodemus 5 and he that af^fijiHi^ 
itbj or determineth, a matter h^or^^hi 
'has beard it ^-^-^it is folly and a 0^ 
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mto bim.^—y^e are generally in fucl]( 
ahafte to make our own decrees, that 
wepafs over thejuftice of thefe,— <• 
and then the fcene is fo changed by it, 
that 'tis our folly only which is real, 
and that of the accufed, which is 
imaginary : through too much preci^ 
pitancy it will happen fo; and then 
the jeft is fpoird, — or we have criti- 
cifed our own fhadow. 

A fecond way is, when the proceft 
goes on more orderly, and we begin 

with getting information, ^ but do 

it from thofe fufpefted evidences, 
againft which our Saviour warns us, 
when he bids us ** not to judge ac- 
ccrding to appearance ;'*— — in truth, 
Yis behind thefe that moft of the 
things which blind human judgment 



2^ SM^m<>f¥.m 

f?fM^y9 dpfim 9fe mmy tbiog^ wU^ 

ChriJ^ cami eating Mi drmkit^grr^. 
fmld a winfi'biiber l^-^'^^h^fyA wtib (ijt|r. 
ners-— — he was their fricnd;~-—W{ 
many cafes of which ki^d^ ^^Utk^ U|f^ 
a modeH: matron^ fcocns art--^aDd d% 
dains to prefs herfelf focwaifda ioflid 
the circle to be feen :— — groqnd Tuf* 
ficient for SufpicioH to draw up the 
Kbcl;^-i-— for Malke it give the tbf- 
ttNse, — or raft Judgment to ftarttip atRl 
pafs a final fcntencc. 

A third way is,, when the fafts 
which denote mifcpnduft are lefs dif- 
putable, but are commented iipon with 
an afpsrity of cenfure, which a hu-: 
mane or a gracious temper would 
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fpare: an atfcorrtnce agahffl what is 
erimitlal, is fo fstr a pka ibr this, and 
iDcte'^ like yrrme in the facc^ that in 
a ftrmoh agaidft rafli judgment, it 
would be urricafonabTc to call it in 

queftion, and yet, I declare, in the 

fuUeft torrent of exclamations which 
the guiky can deferve, that the fimple 
apoftroph^, " wha made me to differ ? 
why was not I an example ?*• would 
touch my heart more„ and give me a 
better earneft of the conwnentators,--* 
than the moft cdrrofive period you 
could add. The punifliment of the 
unhappy, I fear, is enough without 

it and were it not,— —'tis piti- 

ous, the tongue of a Chriftian, whofe 
religion is all candour and courtefy, 
Ihould be made the executioner. We 
F 4 
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%^iA% the difcourfe between Atl^a- 
1^^ and the rich, man, tho* the one 
was in heaven, and the other in hsUi 
yet (till the patriarch treated him with< 
mild language: — Son! — Son^ rsmemb^r 
that ^hou in thy lifetime^ &c. &c« — and 
in the difpute about the body of Mofes, 
between the Archangel and the devil^ 
(himfel^) St. Jude tells us, -he dufft 
not bring a railing accufation againfi! 
him ; — 'twas unwbrthy his high cha=^ 
rafter,— —and, indeed, might have 
been impolitick too-, for if he had,' 
(as one of our divines notes upon the 
paflage) the ;devrl had been too hard 

for him at railing, 'twas his GM^fl 

weapon, and the bafcft fpirits, 'tf* 

ter his example, are the moff expcSt 
at itt ^ ' ^ - ''/■■' ■■:.; tjd 
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^^TFhis leads me to the obferv^Bondf 
:a fourth cruel inlet to diis evil, atStl 
^fet is, the defire of being thought 
^nen of wit and parts, and the vani 
expedation of coming honeftly by the 
title, by ihrewd and farcaftic reflec- 
tions upon whatever is done in the 
world This is fctting up trade upoa 
the broken ftock of other peo[He*3 
fi^ilings, — perhaps their nasfortune^i; 
— — fo, DKich good may't do ;heop| 
with what honour they caagct,— r— 
the furtheft extent of which^ I think^ 
i$, to be praifcd, as we do fome f^jce;?^^ 
with tears in our eyes; It is a.conani?ri^ 
moil illiberal: and as it requires m 
vftft capital^ too many emback^m iC» 
and fo long as theTe are bad paffions to 
J^e gratified, — and bad heads tojudge^ 



t^ 



wKllfllSIlHnHJI puis fOrwK, Or SfCalt^ 

fkn^ h ailEzmed o^ cbdtn Ida^ttSa 
wHft It, cTcn in better companies*^ 
Whatcvtr be die degree of its afinity,.' 
it has helped to gtvr wit a bad naine, 
as if themainefienceof itwas&tfrt: 
certamly tfaoc is a difTete ii cc between 

Bittamefs and Sshmfi^^'^'^Htat is,- 

between the nialignit]r wd the feRi- 

▼itjr of wit, the one is a mere 

quicknefsof apprehenfion, void of hu- 
manity, — and is a talent of the devil ^ 
the other comes down fix)m the Paiher' 
of Spirits, fo pure and ibftraded fmm 
perfons, that wilKngly it hurts no man; 
or if it touches upon an indecorum^ 
*iis with that dexterity of true ^^ 
nhiB, wilich enables him rather »> 
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gnre^ ntw c^oMf to tki ifefurdity^ 
aod let it p^^^^^He may iraife tft 
the ftiape of the obeGflc raifed taaDOn 
thor's £uai?>-*^«^ but the tnaKgmut 
wit will kvel ic M oQce vrkh tbe 
gf Quod, aad buUd bis own vpaa the 
ruinsxrf it.^— >-*• 

Wbac then, ye rafli ccnfurers of the 
world ! Have ye no manfions for your 
cfediC) but thefe from wheoo^ye have 
ext£uded the right owners ? Are there 
no regioas for yoa to (hine if^ ^hat 
y^ defcend for it into the low ca^erna 
of abufeand cximination ? Have ye 

np feats -4>ui: thofc of the kom£\kk 

to At down in? If Htmaurh^s miftook; 
his coad^ or the Virtues^ in their ex^ 
cdles^ have app^foacbed too near the 
cwsim^ «if Vifi£» aietfac^ tJMsrtibit 
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to-be 6|iit dowA thd precipice ? Mi# 
BEAtrnv for ever be trampled ' iipoti 
itt-thc^irt for one— -s-^one falfe ftep? 
And fhall no one virtue or good qoi- 
Kty, out of the thoufand tKe fair pc^ 
nitent may have left,— — ftiall not 
one of them be fufFered to ftand by 

her?— Juft God of Heaven and 

Earth! — 

——But thou art merciful, loving, 
and righteous, and looked down with 
pity upon thcfe wrongs thy fervants 
do unto each other: pardon us, we 
befcech thee, for them, and all our 
tranfgreffions ; let it not be remem- 
bered, that we were brethren of the 
fame flelh, the fame feelings and in- 
firmities.— O my God! write it not 
down in thy book, that thou madeft 
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us merciful after thy own imige ^^ua 
that thou haft given us a religion Si 

courteous, fo good temper*d,—- ^— 

that every precept of it carries a balm 
along with it to heal the for^nefs of 
our natures, and fweeten our fpirits, 
that we might live with fuch kind in« 
tercourfe in this world, as will fit us 
to exift together in a better. 
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and though we do not read, like Felix, 
that Ihc trembled at the account, 'tis 
yet natural to imagine fhq was afFe£t- 
ed with othdr paffions, of which the 
apoftle might feel the efFeds —arid 
'twas well he fuSered no more, if two 
fuch violent enemies asluft and avarice 
were combined againft»him. 

But this by the way, for as the 

text feems only to acknowledge one 
of thefe motives, it is not our bufincfs 
to affign the other. 

It is obfervable, that this fame 
apoftle, fpeaking, in his epiftle to Ti- 
mothy, of the ill effcfts of this fan^e 
ruling paflion, afiirn}s, that it is the 
root of all evil ^ and I make no doubt 
but the remembrance of his own fuf- 
ferings had no fmall fhare in the fe- 
G 4 
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tro xl)fc jljiatoples whefcthe lovef)£> 
njoneyi ji« onJy a fubordiiiatifl and ,mrr:l 
niftcri^;P4ffioii| excrpifed for ih^ (^^7, 
port of fomc ether vices 5 and 'lis^ge^ 
ncfally found, when there js i&kbte. > 
ambition, prodigality,. or Juft^ to \:fcy, 
fed by it, that it then rpges with fh^ ., 
Icaft mercy and difcretion ; in which 
tafes, ftri(flly fpeaking, it is not the 
root oi other evils,— biSt other evils .. 
are the root of it. 

ThiR forces mc to recal what I bave^ i 
faid upon covetoulheis, as a vice not 
naturally cruel: it is not ^c to rp^^. .. 
prefent itfelf to our imagin^ions, p: r\y, 
firfl Gght» under that idea^-wc cooJirnrj 
der it o;ily as a mean, worthless turn of ^^ 
mind, incapable of judging o^ dpir^ . fi 
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what is right : :4nit ask is ft vioD wlrichr^ 
does, not always fet Up for kfelfi-^to^? 
know truly what it is^ irt this tefpeft^ ' 
wernuft know what matters it fetVeS^" 
— — dicy are many, and of yariottf^^ 
cafts and humours,— —and each tw*^- 
lends it fomeching of its, own conw ^ 
plexional tint and charadter. 

This, I fuppofe, may be the caufe 
that there is a greater and more whim- 
fical myftery in the love oif money, 
than in the darkeft and moft nonfen»- 
fical problem that ever was pbrcdoit. 

Even at the beft, and when the 
paflion feems to fcek nbthihg more ^ 
than its own^ imitfemtht,-^ — -there ik ' 
little^— — ^very little, I fear, to be faid 

for its humanity.- It may be a 

fpon to the mifcr,^— — but confidcft " 
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— — it muft: be death and deftra Afon 
to others The moment this for- 
bid humour begins to govern ■ 
farewell all honeft and natural afiec- 
tion ! farewell all he owes to parents, 

to children, to friends ! how faft 

the obligations vanifli! fee h e is 
now dripped of all feelings whatever: 
'——the (hrill cry of juftice,— — and 
the low lamentation of humble di- 
ftrefs, are notes equally beyond his 

compafs. Eternal God ! fee ! — ^hc 

paiTes by one whom thou had juft 
bruilcd, without one penfive reflec- 
tion : he enters the cabin of the 

. widow wbofe hufband and child thou 
.haft taken to thyfelf,— —cxadts his 
bond, without afigh!— Heaven! if I 
,am to be tempted, let it be by 
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glory,- by ambition, by fome 

generous and manly vice : — if I muft 
fall, let it be by fome paffion which 
thou haft planted in my nature which 
Ihall not harden my heart, but leave 
me room at laft to retreat and come 
back to thee. 

It would be cafy here to add the 
common arguments which resfofi of- 
fers againft this vice ; but they arc fo 
well underftood, both in matter and 
form, it is ncedlcfs. 

I might cite to you what Seneca 

fays upon it but the misfortune is, 

that at the fame time he was writing 
againft riches, he was enjoying a great 
eftate, andufing every means to make 
that eftate ftill greater. 

With infinite plcafurc ^ight a 
preacher enrich his difcourfc in this 



" «... 



« eih 






90 ^ SERMoj^^ ly^ 

to .-^--•-f^="^i^« or modern *i,, 

die ^.^'-77'^eloveof.oney.: 

fa- ^^ Xing'" inform you, 

ti' ^,^** I'wc. Poverty w»n. r 

h aii- 
Xi,aCamiferca.o„Jytera;dto 

^,.r, wJ^ch hold, and tyrannize, 
ofrr^'^^'"*'»'--notheoverit'.> 

« r/i^*^ ''''"^"^"eft is the fhirt of 
thc^f,^''^'^^^^Aviceitp,rts 

•"! That "«"«« content wfA/e^ 

* thiog*»'^°'" '^«f nature « never 

• ^j^ refleftion of our Saviour . 
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j^/j^-i-^fpeaks iTKire to thSAt^ii^-^ 
and the fingle hint of thie CkmefiViM 
what a very riatrow paffage lib lias tb 

gOi -has more coercion iW^lt^ ilhlH' 

all the feefaws of philofc^y. 

I (hall endeavour therefore tb draw 
fuch oiher reflexions from this pfece 



J%>1 5. 



of facred hiftof/, as are! a^piicable to 
human life,—- ^ahd moffe WkeMd' te 



There is nothing generally m which 
Our happinefs atlci honour krc more 

nearly concerned, than in forming true 

• iT^'. -^ 
notions both of men and things; for 

in proportion as we think riglitlv of 

them, we approve ourfclves to 'the 

world, — and as we govern ourfelves 

by fuch judgments, fo we fccure our 

peace and wtH-tteing itipafliftg thrdujgii 



SERMON IV- 9$ 

among myfteries and riddles, and 
almoft every thing which comes in 
our way, in one light or other, may. 
be faid to baffle our underftandings, 

yet Icldom, fo as to miftakc in 

extremities, and take one contrary for 
another;— 'tis very rare, for inftance> 
that we take the virtue of a plant to 
be hot, when it is extremely cold^— * 
or, that we try the experiment of opi- 
um to keep us waking: yet, this 

we are continually attempting in the 
conduct 'of life, as well as in the 
great ends and meafures of it. That 
fuch wrong determinations in us do 
not arife from any defedl of judgment, 
inevitably mifleading us-^would re- 
fledt diflionour upon God ; ^s if he 
had made and fent men into the world 



on purpofe to play the fool» His a^h* 
bountifui band made his judgmem; 
like his heart, upright; and dsc- ki^* 
ILancesof his fagacity, in other things, 
abundantly confirm it^ we are le^ 
therefore in courfe to a fuppofidoiit 
fiiat, in all inconfiftent inftances, there 
is a fecret bias, fome liow or otbert 
hung upon the mind, whkh turns k 
afide from reafon and truth* 

What this is, if ivc do not care m 
fearch for it in ourfelves, we Ihall 
find it regiftered in this tranfadtion oC. 
Felix: and we may depend that in 
all wrong judgments whatever, in fueh. 
plain cafes as this, that the fiune«Xi»; 
planation mud be given of it^ whndk 

is'given in the text, nan^ly, thpl 

it is fome fclfilh confideration^^ii-PM^ 



ibme fecret dirty engagement "wit!l 
fomc little appetite^ which does us fa 
much difhonour, " 

The judgments of the more difin- 
terefted and impartial of Us, receive 
no fmall tin£luFe from our affeftions f 
we generally confuk thcm^ in all 
doubtful ppints, and it happehs ' well 
if the matter' in queftion is hdtalmoft 
fettled before the arbitrator* fe called 
into the debate j-i*^-^but in the more 
flagrant inflances, where the paffions 
govern the whole man, 'tis mekn- 
eholy to fee the ofHce to which reafon^ 
the great prerogative of his nature^ 
is- educed ;^fetving the lower appe-i 
tkes k the diflioneft drudgery of find- 
ilig. out argirments to juftify the pre- 
lenrpurfutt; '^ ' ^ '''■- ^' 

Vou IIL H 
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To judge righdy of ctor owa worrir, 
■wc fliould retire a little fipm the 

world, to fee all its pleafurc^ ancf/. 

pain5 rooj m their proper fizc and' di- ; ■ 
menfioDS;— — this, nodoubt, was the ; 
reafon^ St. Fatal, when he intended to: 
convert Pclix, began his difcourfe 
upon the day ef judgment, on pum ■ 
pofe to take the heart off from this . 
world and its pieafures, which difr: 
honour the underftandkig fe as o^tum - 
the wifcft of men into fools and' chil- 
dren. 

If you enlarge your obfcr^ations : 
upon this plan, you will' find where 
the evil lies which has fupported thofct =. . 
dcfperate opinions, which have fo long- 1 
divided the CHriftian world— — aiwi 7: 
arc likely to divide it for ever. , -fi 
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Cofifider popery vfrdlj ydu' Wilf be 
tonvinced, that the tfU'ef< dfeSftitiort 
which can be given of it, is:,— —That 
it is a pecyniafy (yOXtriy *^ell ctirii 
trived to operate upon rrten^ pafEonS 
and weaknefs, whilft their pockttS af <i 
o'picking: run through all tlic points 
of difference betwcch us, — and wReti 
you fee, that in every One: of tfiem, 
they ferve the fame end which Felix 
had in viev^, either of rf^oney or 
power ; there is little room left to 
doubt whence the cloud arifes which 
is fpread over the underftanding. 

If this rcafoning is conclufive with 
regard to thofe who merely differ 

from us in religion,- let us try if 

it will not hold good with regard to 

thofe who Jiave none at all)-4.or ra^ 

H 2 
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thcTy who affed to treat all perfuafioJti 
.of it, witK ridicule alike. Thanks 
to good lenfe, good manners, and 1i 
more enlarged knowledge, this hu- 
mour is going down, and feems to 
• be fettling at prefent, chiefly amongft 
the inferior clafles of people 
where it is likely to reft • as for die 
loweft ranks, though they are ape 
enough to follow the modes cf their 
betters, yet are no: likely to be ftruck 
with this one, of making merry with 
that which is their confolation ; they 
are too ferious a fet of poor people 
' ever heartily- to enter incO it,— 

There is enough, however, of ifia 
. the world to fay, that tfiiis allfacred 
fyftem, which holds the world in har- 
mony and peace;j^ is too often the firft 
I 
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objeft that the giddy a^d inconfidc- 
rate make choice of to try tl)e tcmpif r 
of their wits upon. Now, of T^e 
numbers who make this cxperirhent^ 
— do you believe that one in a thott- 
fand.does it from conviftion,— — br 
from arguments which a cotirfctrf 

iludy, much cool reafoning, 

and a fober inquiry into antiquify, 
and the true merits of the quefltioHt 
has furnilhed him with ?— — The years 
and way of life of the moft forward 
of thefc*, lead us to a different expla- 
nation. 

ReligioHf which lays fe many rc- 
llraints upon us, is a troublefome 
companion to thofe who will lay no 

rcftraints upon themfelves; and 

for this reafon there is nothing more 
H3 
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common to be obfenred, than that 
the lit;^ arguments and>i:iiV]}% which 
fuch men have gathered up agaiaft it. 
Iff the early part of their lives^^-^ifaow 
conliderable foever they may have ap- 
peared, when viewed through their 
paflions and prejudices, which give an 
Vinn^tural turn to all obje^,-'— »-yet, 
when the edge of appetite has been 
worn down, and the heat of the pia:- 
fuit pretty well over, — —and reafon 
and judgment have got poflefiion of 
their empire-- 

They fcldom fail of bringing 

llie loft fheep back to his fold. 

May God bring us all there. Amen. 



SERM O NT V: 
The PRODIGAL SON. 

Luke xv. 13. 

And not many days after^ the younger fon 
gathered all he had together^ and took ^ 
his journey into a far country.-^ 

IK N O W not whether the remark 
is to our honour or otherwife, that 
leflbnsofwifdom have neverfuch power 
over us, as when they are wrought 
into the heart, through the ground- 
work of a ftory which engages the 
paffions: Is it that we are like iroit, 
and muft firft be heated before weican 
be wrought upon ? or, Is the heart 
fo in love with deceit, that where a 
true report will not reach it, we ntuft 
H 4. 



chieatitwuh a fabk» ii\yOX^tOi!^S1tte 
at trmh?; ..■■■'. '. ' r^r, t?.n.. 

Whether this parabk of the jfroiffi'^ 
gal (for fo it is ufually called) •-^^^-i-^'' 
really fuch, or built upon fome ftorf ^^ 
known at that time in Jerufalem, -i^- 
xiot much to the purpofej itisgiv^H" 
us to enlarge upon, and turn to th6' 
bed moral account we can. 

. ** A certain man, fays our SAVioirk^ 
*' had two fons, and the younger of 
** them faid to his father^ Give me* 
^' the portion of goo^s which falte 
** to me i and he divided unto tbemir 
** his fubftance. And not many 4a}^ r 
" afrer, the younger fon gat here A^ailv 
*' together, and took his joMfwyjintdo 
^' a far country, and tli^rq wafted*. lii>^r 
*' fubftance with riotou^.livyigs* , j.^.. 



The acxoUnt IS (hort : thfe infeffeifti 
ling and pathetic paflages with ^^hicfi' 
•fuch a tranfacStion would be MceiTarily 
connefted, arc left to be fupplicd bf 
the heart:-— — the ftory is filent — ^ 
but nature is not: much kind ad- 
vice, and many a tender expoftulatiort^ 
would fall from the father^3 llf s, ho 
doubt, upon this occafion,^ '-" 

He would diffuade his fytffrom the 
follyof forafhanenterprife; by Shew- 
ing him the dangers of thijoofrhey, 

the inexperienoe of his 'age, — — 

the hazards his life, his fortune, his - 
virtue would run, without a g^lcle. 
Without a ffiendi he Would tell htbi 
of -the many fnares and tertip^tibhs 
^hith he ftaid to avoid, or encoiint^ 
at every ftepi^~— the pleafures vvhicli 
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would iblicit him in e^erf luxuVkMis 
court, — the little knowledge he coidd 
« gain— except that of evil : he woi^ 
fpeak of the fcduftions of women, — 

.their charms— — their poifons: 

what h^plefs indulgences he niight 
give way to, when far from reftraint, 
and the check of giving his father 
pain. 

, The difTuafive would but inflame 
bis defire.- 



He .gathers all together. - 



• 1 fee the pifturc of his de- 

'parture — the camels arid affes loadcn 

with his fubftance, detached on one 

' fide of the piece, and already on their 

way:-- — the prodigal fon (landing 

on the fore ground, with a forced fer 

Matenefs, ftruggling againft the fiut- 
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tering movement of joy, iip<m his 

deliverance from reftraint : the 

elder brother holding his hand, as if 
unwilling to let it go :'— — the father, 

fad moment \ with a firm look, 

covering a prophetic fentiment, " that 
all would not go well with his child,'* 
— approaching to embrace him, and 

bid him adieu. Poor inconfiderate 

youth f From whofe arms art thou 
flying? From what a flielter art thou 
going forth into the.florm? Art thou 
v/eary of a father's aflfeftipnj of ar 
father's c^re? or, Hop^ft thou to find 
a warmer iptereft, g truer couofeUor^ 
or a kinder friend in a land of ftr^n- 
gers, where youth is made a prey^^ 
and fo many thoufands are confede^ 
rated to deceive them, and live by 

their fpoils ? 
6 
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"Wc will feck no &rtlierdian>flu8 
idea, for the extravagancies liy whidk 
the prodigal fon added one unhft^ 
example to the number : his fortune 

.wafted the followers of it Bed in 

<ourfe,— the wants of nature re- 
main,-^— the hand of God gone forth 
againft him,——** for ivben he had 
fpent aU^ a mighty famine arofe in that 
c^«»/ry."— Heaven ! have pity upon 
the youth, for he is in hunger and 

diftrefs ftray'd out of the reach 

of a parent, who counts every hour 

of his abfence with anguilh, cut 

off from all his tender offices, by his 

folly, and from relief and charity 

from others, by the calamity of the 
times,——. 



' Nothing lib powerfully calls ,^me 
the mind as diftrefs: the tenfe ftbre 
tjien relaxes, — -the foul retires, to 

itfelf, fits penfivc and fufceptible 

of right impreflions : if we have a 
friend, 'tis then we think of him ; if 
a benefador, at that moment all his^ 
kindnefles prefs upon- our mind. — — 
Gracious and bountiful God! jfs'ic 
not for this that they who in tlieir 
profperity forget thee, do yet re- 
member and return to thee In the 
hour of their forrow ? When our heart 
is in heavinefs,. upon whoin can we 
think but thee, who knoweft our nc- 
ceflities afar off,— putteft all oor tears 

in thy bottle, feeft every careful 

thought, — hearefl: every figh and me- 
lancholy groan we utter.r— — 



Stmnge !— that wei ftftSuld drtfybegta" ' 
to think of God with comfbrf, — Wteii "' 
with joy and comfort wc can tKiiik df 

nothing clfe. ' 

■ ■>> 

Man furely is a compound of rid- 
dles and contradi£tion& : by the lav of, 
his nature he avoids pain, and yet 
unlefs hi fuffers in theflefk, be will not 
ceafe from Jin^ though it i& fure to 
bring pain and mifery upon- his head 
for ever. 

Whilft all went pleafurably on with .. 
the prodigal, we hear not one word:*! 
concerning his father— — no pang of i 
remorfe for the fufferings in which b^ . 
had left him, or refolution of i«CUnk^ *)> 
ing^ to make up the account of his 
folly : his firft hour of diftttfs-fecTft^ ^ 



^ 
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to be his firft hour of wi{aorft^*~^ 
fFhen he came to kimfelf^ hefaidy.H(W< 
viany hired fervent s of ng father banmt 
bread enough and to fparCy tiohilfk I 
perifh ! 

Of all the terrors of nature, that 
of one day or another dying by hun^-;.^ 
ger, is the greateft, and it is wifely , 
wove into our frame to awaken mgH ^ 
to induftry, and call forth his takntsvij 
and though we fcem to go on carc: , 
lefsly, fporting with it as we dowitfc. 

other terrors,. yet, he that fees this 

enemy fairly, and in his moft frightful • 
Ih^pe, will need no long remonftranc^ . 
to .make him turn out of the way to 
avoid htm. 

It Was the cafe of the prodigal—^ 
he arofe to go . to his father«*~~ 
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Alas ! How (hall he tell hi» 

ftory i Ye who have trod this rouod». 
tell me in what words he fliall give 
in to )m father, the fad Items of his- 

extravagance and folly ? 

——The feafts and banqtiets which 
he gave to whole cities in the caft,-— 
the cofts of Afiatick rarities,-— and 
of Afiatick cooks to drefs them,—— - 
the expences of finging men and fing- 
ing women,^— the flute, the harp,, 
the fackbut, and of all kinds of mu<^ 
fick — the drefs of the Perfian courts,, 
how magnificent ! tHeir flaves how^ 
numerous !— their chariots, their 
horfes, their palaces, their furniture,. 
what immenfe fums they had de- 
voured!— —what expeftations front 



^ 



ftrangers of oondition 1 Avhat fciaaftions ! 

Hew fhali the youth mafcfe his fa- * 
ther comprehend, that he was cheateiS 
at Damafcus by one of the beft men in 
the world ; — that he had lent a- part of 
his fubftance to a friend at Nineveh,, 
who had fled oflFwith-it to the Ganges v 
— that a whore of Babylon had fwal- 
lowed his beft pearli and anointed' the 
whole city with his balm^of Gitead; — 
that he had been fold by a man of ho*> 
nour for twenty (hckela of filver,, 'to a; 

worker in graven images;. that 

the images he had purchaied had pro*^ 
fited him nothing ;«— that they could 
not be tranfported acrols the wilder'- 
nefs, and had: been burnt with' Are at 
Shufan •,— that : the ♦ apes- and .pea«» 
• Vide 2 Ghroniclcs ix, 21. 

Vol. III. 1 
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cocks, which he had fent for from 
Tharfis, lay dead upon his hands % and 
that the mummies bad not been dead 
long enough, which had been brought 

him out of Egypt: that all had 

gone wrong fmce the day he forlbok 
his father's houfe. 

Leave the ftory, it will be 

told more concifcly.— — Wben be was 
yet afar cfj bis father faw btm^ ■ ■ — ■ 
Compaflion told it in three wc^ds — 
be fell upon bieneck and ktjfed bim. 

Great is the power of eloquence^ 
but never is it fo great as when it 
pleads along with nature, and the cul- 
prit is a child ft rayed from his duty, 
and returned to it again with team 
Cafuift^ may fettle the point as they 
will : But what could a parent fee 
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more in the account, than the natural 
one, of an ingenuous heart too open 
for the world,— fmittcn with ftrong 
fenfations of pleafures, and fufFered to 
Tally forth una,rm'd into the midft of 
enemies ftronger than himfelf? 

Generofity forrows as much for the 
overmatched, as Pity herfclf docs. 

The idea of a fon fo ruin'd, would 
double the father*s careflcs: every ef- 
fufion of his tendernefs would add 
bitternefs to his fon's remorfe. - 
** Gracious Heaven ! what a father 
have I rendered miferable!" 

jind he faidj 1 have finned againfi 
heaven^ and in thy fight^ and am- no 
won worthy to be called thy fon. 

But the father faidy bring forth the 
iejt robe. 

I 2 
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O ye affefbions! Hovtr fondly db^ 
you play at crofs-purpofes with eacb 

other! 'Tis the natural dialogue^ 

of true tranfport: joy is not methodi- 
cal ;. and where an offender, beloved, 
overcharges itfelf in the offence, 
words are too cold ; and a conciliated 
heart replies by tokens of efteem. 

And hefaid unto his. fervants^ Bring 
forth tbebeji robe^ and put it on him: and, 
fut a ring on his handy andjhoes on bis 
feety and bring hither tht fatted calf^ 
and let us eat and drink and be merry. . 

When the affeftions fo kindly break 
loofe, Joy is another name for Re- 
ligion. 

We look upaswe tafte it: the cold 
Stoick without, when he hears the 
dancing and the mufick, may alk 
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fuHenly, (with the elder brother) 
What it means ? and refufe to enter >: * 
but the humane and compaflionatc all 
fly impetuoufly to the banquet, given 
for a fon who was dead and is alive , 
again — who was loft and is found. 
Gentle fpirits light up the pavilion 
with a facred fire; and parental love 
and filial piety lead in the mafk with 
riot and wild feftivityJ — —Was it 
not for this that <jod gave man mu- 
fick to ftrike upon the kindly paf- 
fions; that nature taught the feet to 
dance to its movements, and as chief 
governefs of the feaft, poured fort;h 
wine into the goblet, to crown it with 
gladnefs? 

The intention of this parable is fo 
dear from the occafion of it, that it 

13 
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will not be neccflSry to perplex if 
,with any tedious explanation : it was- 
deligned by way of indired remon- 
ftrance to the Scribes and PharifeeSf. 
who animadverted upon oiir Savi- 
our's eonduft, for entering fo freely^ 
into conferences with finners, in or- 
der to reclaim them. To that end,, 
he propofes the parable of the fliep* 
herd^ who left his ninety and nine 
ftieep that were fafe in the fold, to go- 
and feek for one fticep that was gone 
aftray, — telling them in other places,, 
that they who were whole wanted 
not a phyfician, — but they that were 
fick ; and here, to carry on the fame 
leflbn, and to prove how acceptable 
fuch a recovery was to God, he 
relates this account of the prodi- 
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gal fon and his welcome recep- 
tion* 

I know not whether it would be 
a fubjeft of much edification to €oti- 
vince you here, that our Saviouk, 
by the prodigal fon, panicularly 
pointed at thde who were finntrs of 
the Gentiles^ and were rcco^rcd by 

divine Grace to repentance 5^ ^nd 

that by the elder brodier, he intended 
as manifeftly the more froward df the 
Jews, who envied their con verfion, and 
thought it a kind xA wrong, to their 
primogeniture, in being made fellow- 
heirs with them of the promifes of God* 

Thefe ufes have been fo ably fct 
forth, in fo many good fermons upon 
the prodigal fon,> that I ihall turn afide 
from them at preient, and content 

I 4 
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oiyfelf with feme refleftions upon duit 
fatal paflion which led him, and 
fo many thcufands after ihe example, 
to gather all be bad togetb^r^ and take 
bis journey into afar country. 

The love of variety, or curtofity of 
feeing new things, which is the famc^ 
or at kaft a fifter paffion to it, 
feems wove into the frame of every 
fon and daughter of Adam ; we uiu- 
^Uy fpeak of it as one of nature's le« 
vities, tho' planted within us for the 
folid purpofes of carrying forwards 
the mind to frefti inquiry and know* 
ledge : ftrip us of it, the mind, (I 
fear) would doze for ever over the 
prefentpage; andwefhouldallof -us 
reft as eafe with fuch objeds at. pre- 
fented themfelves b the parifli of 
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iprovince where we firft drew our 
breath. 

It is to this fpur which is ever in 
our fides, that we owe the impatience 
of this d.efire for travelling: the 
paflion is no way bad,— ^but as 

others are^ in its mifmanage- 

ment or excefs ^ o rder it rightly, 
the advantages are worth the purfuit; 
the chief of which are— -^to le^ra 
the languages, the laws and cuftoms, 
and underftand the government and 
intereft of other nations,— — to ac- 
quire an urbanity and confidence of 
behaviour, and fk the mind more 
eafily for oonverfation and difcourfe 

to take us out of the company 

of out" aunts and grandmothers, and 
irom the track of nurfcry miftakcs'i 
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end by (hewing us new objeds^ or 

old ones in new lights, to reform our 

judgments^ by tafting perpetually 

(be varieties of nature, to know what 

is good by obferving the addrels 

and arts of men, to conceive what 

isjincere^ and by feeing the difier- 

ence of fo many various humours and 

manners, to look into ourfelvcs 

and form our own. 

This is fome part of the cargo we 
might return with; but the impulfe 
of feeing new fights, augmented with 
that of getting clear from all leflbns 
both of wifdom and reproof at home 
carries our youth too early out,, 
to turn this venture to much account ;^ 
on the contrary, if the fcene painted 
of the prodigal in his travels, looks 
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more like a copy than an origioal,—- 
will ic not be well if fuch an adven* 
turer, wieh fi> unprominng a fetting 
out,— without carl€9 — without com- 

pafs, be not caft away for cver,-^- 

and may he not be faid to efcape well 

if he returns to his country, only 

as naked as he firfl: left it ? 

But you will fend an able pilot with 
your fon a fcholar.—- — 

If wifdom can fpeak in no other 
language but Greek or Latin, — —you 

do well or if mathcmaticks will 

make a man a gentleman,— — or na- 
tural philofopby but teach him to 

make a bow, -he may be of fomc 

fenrice in introducing your fon into 
good focieties, and fupporting him in 
them when he has done— —but the 
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tiplhot will be generally this, that it 
the mod preifing occafions of addrcft 
if he is a mere man of reading, 
the unhappy youth will have the tutor 
to carry,-i-and not the tutor to carry 
him. 

But you win avoid this extreme; he 
(hall be efcorted by one who knows 
the world, not merely from books — 

but from his own experience: a 

-man who has been employed on fuch 
fervices, and thrice made the tour af 
Europe^ withfuccefs. 

——That is, without breaking his 
own, or his pupiPs neck;— —for if 
he is fuch as my eyes have feen! 
fome broken Swifs valet de cbamhrty^--^ 
fome general undertaker, who will 
.perform the journey in fo many months 
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^ LF God permit/' — much know- 
kdge will not accrue ;^ — ^fottie pro- 
fit at leaft,: — he wilMcarn the amount 
to a halfpenny, of every ftage from 

Calais to Rome 5 he will be c^N 

ried to the beft inns,: inftrufted 

where there is the belt wine, and fup 
a livre cheaper, than if the youth had 
been left to make the tour and the 
bargain himfelf. — Look at our go- 
vernor! I befeech you: fee, he is 

an inch taller,, a& he relates the ad- 
vantages. 

And here endeth his pride— % 

his knowledjge, and his ufe; 

But when your fon gets abroad, he: 
will be taken out of his hand, by His 
fociety with men of rank and letters^ 
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with whom he will pafs the greateft 
^art of his time. 

JLct me obfcrve, in the firft place, 
— ^that company which is really good, 

is very rarci and very fhy : but you 

have furmounted this difficulty; and 
^p^ocurcd him the beft letters of re- 
commendation to the moft eminent 
and refpeftable in every capital. 

And I anfwer, that he will obtain 
^1 by them, which courtefy ftriftly 
ftands obliged to pay on fuch occa* 
fions,— but no more. 

There is nothing in which we arc 
fo much deceived, as in the advan- 
tages propofed from our connexions 
^nd difcourfe with the literati, &c. in 
foreign parts ; efpedaUy if the expe- 
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Timent is made before we are matured 
by years or ftudy. 

Coi^verfation is a traffick; and if 
you enter into it, without fome ftock 
of knowledge, to balance the ac* 
count perpetually betwixt you, — the 
trade drops at once : and this i$ the 

reafon, however it maybe boafted 

to the contrary, why travellers have 
fo little (efpeciallygood) converfation 

with natives, owing to their fuf. 

piclon, — or perhaps conviftion, that 
there is nothing to be extrafted from 
the converfation of young itinerants, 
worth the trouble of their bad lan- 
guage,— or the intcrruj)tion of their 
^vifits. 

The pain on thefe occafions is ufu- 
ally reciprocah the confcquence of 
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which is, that the dilappointed youth* 
fecks an eafier foCie^r'iuid as bad 
company is always ready,< — and ever 
lying in wait, — the career is foon fi* 
nilhed v and the poor prodigal recurn9> 
the famcobjedt of pity, with the pro- 
digal in the golpel« 
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National Mercies confidered. 
[On the Inauguration of his prefent Majcfty.J 

Deuteronomy vi. 20,21. 

And when thy fon ajketh thee in time to 
come^ faying^ What mean the tejti* 
monies^ andtheftatutes^ and the judg- 
ments^ which the Lord our God hath 
commanded you ? then thou Jhalt fay 
unto, thy fon^ We were Pharaoh's 
bondfmen in Egypt^ and the Lord 
brought us out of Egypt with a mighty 
hand. 

THESE arc the words which 
Mofes left as a ftanding an- 
fwer for the children of Ifracl to give 
their pofterity, who in time to con^ 
Vol. III. K 
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might become ignorant, or unmindful 
of the many and great mercies, which 
God had vouchfafcd to their forefa- 
thers: all which had terminated in 
that one of their deliverance out of 
bondage. 

Though they weredirefted to (peak 
in this manner, each man to his fon, 
yet one cannot fuppole, that the direc- 
tion fliould be neceflary for the next 
generation^ — for the children of thofe 
who had been eye-witneffcs of God's 
Providences : it does not feem likely 
that any of rhem fhould arrive to that 
age of reafoning, which would put 
them upon alking the fuppofed qucf- 
lion, and not be, long before-hand, 
infttuded in the anfwcr. Every pa- 
rent would, tell his child the hardfliips 
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of his Captivity, and the zttidAingfit^ 
ticUlars (rf his delivttirice : the ftdty 
was fo uncommon,— fo full <i'f ^ori- 
dtr,*— -^and withal, the recital of it 
would ever be a matter of fuch tranf- 
portjit could not poffibly be kept a 

fecret : the piety and gratitude of 

one generation, would anticipate the 
currofity of another ;— their (bns would 
learn the ftory with their language. 

This probably Wight be the cafe 
with the firft or ftcOnd face of pebple> 
but in procefs of time, thifigs rfiight 
take a different tufft: a long and un- 
difturbcd pofleffion of thfeir liberties, 
might blunt the fenfe of thofe provi- 
dences of God, which had procured 
them, and fet the remembrance of all 
his mercies at too great a diftahcc 
K a 
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fspm their hearts. After th^y. ; I^ad 
for fojne years been cafed of every r^^l 
burden, an excefs of freedom might 
make them reftlefs under every inu^ 
ginary one, and amongft others that 
of their religion ; from thence t^cy 
plight fcek occafion to inquire into 
the foundation and fitnefs of its ce- 
remonies, its llatutes, and its judg- 
ments. 

They might afk, What meant fo 
many commands in matters which to 
them appeared indifferent in their own 
natures? What policy in ordaining 
them ? and, What obligation could 
there lay upon reafonablc creatures, to 
comply with a multitude of fiich un- 
accountable injundions, fo unworthy 
the wifdom of God ? 
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Hereafter, poflibly, they hiight go 
further lengths ; and though their fta;- 
tural bent was generally towards fu- 
perftition, yet feme adventurers,' as i^ . 
ever the cafe, might fleer for the 
oppofite coaft, and as they advanced 
might difcover that all religions, of ' 
what denominations or complexions 
foever, were alike. That the Reli- 
gion of their own country in particular, 
was a contrivance of the Priefts and 
Levites, — a phantom dreflcj4 put in 
a terrifying garb of their own making,' 
to keep weak minds in fear:— —that 
its rites and ceremonies, and number- 
Itfs injundlions, were fo many diSc- 
Ttnt wheels in the fame political en- 
gine, put in, no doubt, to amufe the 
?gnorant, and keep them in fuch a 

K.3 
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ThfiK as for cisc aonl pvt of k. 
Aoogkgwasc D Cxcg poQ oaMeiakfeif^ 
— — Tct it W2S 2 pkce of incdl^ieiioe 
fhqr did not ftand In want of; men 
had natural reafbn ilirajs co have 
found it out , — and wHclom to 
hzvc praAifed ir, widiout Molest 
affiftancc. 

Nay, pof&bly, in procefs of timc» 
they might arrive at greater improve- 
ments in religious controverfy— 
when they had given their fyftem of 
inBcIelity all the (Irength it could ad- 
mit of from reafon, they might be- 
{?in to cmbellifli it with fome more 
fprigluly conceits and turns of ridi- 
cule. 
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Some wanton Ifraelite, when he had 
eaten and was full, might give free 
Icope and indulgence ra this talent: 
as arguments and fober reaforiihg 
faird, he might turn the edge of his 
wit againft types and fynifopls, and 
treat all the myfterieis of his religion, 
and every thing that could be faid 
upon fo ferious a fubjedt, with raillery 
and mirth : he might give vent to a 
world of pleafantry upon many facred 
paflages of his law : he might banter 
the golden calf, or the brazen ferpcnt, 
with great courage, — —and confound 
himfelf in the diltindions of clean and 
unclean beafts, by the defperate fallies 
of his wit againil them. 

He could but poflibly take one ftep 
further : when the land which flowed 
K 4 
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wid} ny^^lf^^tid iioney, ba4 ,quiu yfotji 
out t^^c impreffions of his ypke, a^d 
blelTings began to multiply upon4]ifl,^ 
hands, he might draw this curious, 
conclufion, that there was no Bcin^y 
who was the author and beftower p^"' 
them,- — but that it was their ow,n, 
arm, and the mightincfs of I.fraelitilh. 
ftrength, which had put them, and, 
kept them, in poflcflion of fo much 
happinefs. — ■ — 

O Mofes ! How would thy meek and 
patient fpirit have been p\3t to the tor- * 
ture by fuch a return ? If a propenfitiy '^ 
towards fuperftition in the Ifraciites,' : 
did once betray thee into^an eicefe ■ 
of anger, that, thou threweft' the two - 
tabks out of thy hands;, :W/hich God^ 
had wrote, and carelefsJy hazarded'it 
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the whole treafure of the world,——' 
with what indignation and honeft an* 
guifh 'wouldft thou have heard the 
fcoffings of thofe who denied the hand 
which brought them forth, and faid. 
Who is God, that we ftiould obey his 
voice ? With what force and vivacity 
wouldft thou have reproached them 
with the hiftory of their owh hatibn : 
—that if too free an enjoyment of 
God's bleffings, had made them for- 
get to look backwards,— -i— it was nc- 
ceJTary to remind them, that their fore- ; 
fathers were Pharaoh's bondfmen in E* 
gypt, without pxofpeft of deliverance; • 
that the chains of their captivity had 
been fixed and rivctted by a futceffion 
of four hundred and thirty years, 
without the interruption of one ftrug- 
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gle ibf their liberty: that afcer the 
cxpirtiriao of that hopdcfs period, 
when no natural means favoured the 
CYent, they were fnatchcd, alttioft 
againft their own wills, out of the 
hands of their oppreflbrs, and kd 
through an ocean of dangers, to the 
poflcflion of a land of plenty : that 
this change in their affairs w^s not 
thfe produce of chance or fortune, — 
or was it projeded or executed by any 
atchievement or plan of human dief- 
vice, which might foon again be de- 
• featcd by fuperior ftrength or policy 
from without, or from force of ac- 
cidents from within, from change of 
circumftances, humours, andpaflions 
of men, all which generally had a 
fway in the rife and fall of kingdoms. 
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* but that all was brought ibout 

by the power and goodnefs of God, 
who faw and pitied the affliftions of a 
diftrefled people, and by a chain of 
great and mighty deliverances, fct 
them, free from the yoke of oppref- 
fion. 

That fince that miraculous efcape, 
a feries of fucceflcs not tp be accounted 
for by fecond caufcs, md the natural 
courfe of events, had denwnftrated 
not only God's providence in gene- 
ral, but his particular providence and 
attachment to them— -that nations, 
greater and mightier than th?y, were 
driven out before thejn» and their lands. 
given ta them for aa everhfting pof- 
fcflion.*-— • 
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ic:Tilisrwas i^rhat they fliould teiack 
tbfiil'^Mldiicta^ and their children's chil^ 

dr^a after them. Happy genera^ 

tions, for whom fo joyful a leffon was 
prepared 1 happy indeed ! had ye at 
all times known to have made the ufe 
of ir, which Mofes continually ex- 
horted, -^i—i-^?/ drawing nigh unio God 
iMith all your hearts^ who bad been fo 
nigh unUyoU' 

And here let us drop the argument, 
as it rcfpefts the Jews, and for a mo- 
mcnt turn it towards ourfelves : the 
prefent occafion, and the recolleftibn 
which is iwtijral upon it, of the many 
other parts of this complicated blef- 
flng vouchfafed to us, firice we be- 
«mc a nation, niakihg it hard to de- 
f;ft from fuch an application. 



- I begin ^itbthe firft in ofdfcTof 
time, as well as thegfcateft of uitidAal 
deliverances,- — our deliverafkJ^ ffdlh 
darknefs and idolatry, by the conveys 
ancc of the light which Chriftianhy 
brought with it into Britain, fo early 
as in the life* time of the apoftles them- 
felves, — or at furtheft, not many years 
after their death. " ' 

Though this might fcem alDleffing 
conveyed and offered to us incon^on 
with other parts of the world, yet 
when you refledt upon this as a remote 
corner of the earth in refpeft of Ju- 

dea,- its fituation and inaeceffiblcr 

nefs as an ifland, — the littlq that was 
then known of navigationi— r-^orijajv 
ried on of commerce, -rr-rr- the large 
traft of land which to ti^is .day tc- 



142 S E R M O N VL 
mains unhallowed wicii the natttf-af 
Christ, and almoft in the tteiglr^ 
bourhood of where the firft g|ad tilt 
ings of htm were founded » O ne 
cannot but adore the goodnefs Of G0D9 
and remark a more particular provi« 
dence in its conveyance and c(tabli(h- 
ment here, than amongft other na- 
tions upon the continent, wheri^^ 

though the oppofitions from error and 
prejudice were equal, it had not thefe 
natural impediments to encounter. 

Hidorians and ftatefmen, who ge« 
nerally fcarch every where for the 
caufcs of events, but in the pleafure 
of Him who difpofes of them, may 
make different reflexions, upon this.. 
They may confidcr it as a matter in- 
cidental, brought to pafs by the for- 
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tuitous ambition, fuccefs and fcttl^-^ 
ment of the Romans here > it appear- 
ing, that in Claudius's reign, whea 
Chriflianity began to get footing in 
Rome, that near eighty thoufand of 
that city and people were fixed in this 
ifland : as this made a free communi- 
cation betwixt the two places, the way 
for the gofpel was in courfe open, 
and its tranfition from the one to 
the other, natural and eafy to be ac- 
counted for, and yet, neverthelefs, 
providential. God often fufFers us ta 
purfue the devices of our hearts, 
whilft he turns the courfe of them, 
like the rivers of waters, to bountiful 
purpofes. Tfius, he might make that 
purfuit of glory inherent in the Ro- 
mans, the engine to advance his own, 

3 
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and eM>Iiih ic here : he might make 
the wickednef$ of the earth to work 
his own righteoufnefs, by fuSering them 
to wander a while beyond their proper 
bounds, till his purpofes werefulfilledV 
and then put his book into tbiirnoftrils\ 
and lead'thofc wild beafts of prey 
back again into their own land« 

Next to this bleffing of the light of 
the gofpel, we muft not forget that 
by which it was preferved from the 
danger of being totally fmothercd and 
extinguilhed, by that vaft fwarm of 
barbarous nations, which came down 
upon us from the north, and fho6k 
the world like a tempeft; changing 
names and cuftoms, andlanguage and 
government, and alm(^ the very face 
of nature, wherever they fixed. That 
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our religion Ihould be preferved at aM, 
■when every thing clfc feetned tx> pci- 
rifli, which was capable of change,— 
or, that it (hould not be hurt tmder 
that mighty weight of ruins, beyond 
the recovery of its former beauty 
and ftrength,— — »the whole can be 
afcribed to no caufc fo likely as this. 
That the fame power of GoD;which 
fent it forth, was prefent to fupport it 

wh^n the whole frame of other 

things gav^ way. 

Next in degree to this mercy of 
preferving Chriftianity from an utter 
extinftion— — we muft reckon that 
of being enabled to preferve, and free 
it from corruptions, which the ruft of 

time, the abufes of men, andthe 

natural tendency of all things to dc- 

Vol. IIL L 
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generacy, which are trufted to them, 
had from timeto timeintroducedintoit. 
Since the day in which this refor- 
mation was began, by how many 
ftrange and critical turns has it been 
perfeded and- handed down, if not 
entirely without fpot or wrinkle^-'— at 
leafty without great blotches or marks 
of anility. 

Even the blow which was fuffered 
to fall upon it fhortly after, in that 
period where our hiltory looks fo un« 
like herfelf, ftain'd^ Mary, by thee, 

and disfigured with blood: can 

one refledi: upon it, without adoring 
the Providence of God, which fo fpee- 
dily fnatched the fword of perfecution 
out of her hand,— making her reign- 
as Ihort as it was merc'^lefs. 
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If God then made us, as he did 
the Ifraclites, fuck honey out of the 
rock, and oil out of the flinty rock, 
how much more fignal was his mercy 
in giving them to us without money, 
without price, in thofe good days 
which followed, when a long and a 
wife reign was as neceflary to build up 
our church, as a (hort one was before 
to fave it from ruins. 

The bleflfing was neceflary,— 

and it was granted. 

— God having multiplied the years 
of that renowned princefs to an uncom- 
mon number, giving her time, as well 
as a heart, to fix a wavering perfe- 
cuted people, and fettle them upon 
fuch foundation as mud make them 
happy; — —the touchftone, by Which 
L 2 
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•they are to be tried, whom God lias 

cntrufted with the caYc of kmgdotiisl 

Blcfled be thy glorious name for 
ever and ever, in making that teft {o 
much eafier for the Britifli, than other 
princes of this earth ; whofe fubjefts, 
whatever other changes tliey have felt, 
have fcldom happened upon that of 
* changing their mifery, and, it is to be 
feared, are never likely, fo long as they 
are kept fo ftrongly bound in chains 
of darkncfs, — and chains of power. 

From both thefekindsof evils, which 
arc almoft naturally connefted toge- 
ther, How providential was our efcape 
in the fucceeding reign, when all the 
choice blood was befpoke, and prepa- 
rations made to ofRr it up at one 
facrifice. 2 
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I would not intermix the horrors of 
that black-projefted feftival, with the 
glories of this : or name the forrows 
of the next reign, which ended in the 
fubverfion of our conftitution, was it 
not neceflary to purfue the thread of 
our deliverances through thofe times, 
and remark how nigh God's Provi- 
dence was to us in them both, by pro-. 
tedting us from the one, in as fignal a 
manner as he reftored us from the 
other. 

Indeed the latter of them might 
have been a joylefs matter of remem- 
brance to us at this day, had it not 
been confirmed a blefling by a fuc- 
ceeding cfcape, which fealed and con- 
veyed it fafe down to us : whether it 
was to correfl an undue fenfe of for- 

L3 
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ntec. bleflingS)-^or to teach us to re- 
&t& upon the number and value of 
tbcrt), by threatening ui with the dc- 
priyation of them, — we were lufFered, 
}i6wever to approach the edge of e 
precipice, where, if God had not 
raifed up a dellver-er to lead us back, 

^ all had been loft: the arts of 

Jefuitry had decoyed us forwards, or 
if that had fail/sd, we had been pufh'd 
down by open force, and oqr deftruc- 
tion had been inevitable. 
. , The good confequences of that de- 
liverance are fuch, that it feemcd as 
•Jf God had. fuffered pur waters, like 
thofe of Bethcfda, to be troubled, to 
make them afterwards more healing to 
usj fince to the account of that day's 
^effing, we charge the enjoyment of 
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every thing fince, worth a free man's 
living for, the revival of our li- 
berty, our religion ; the juft rights of 

our kings, and the juft rights of 

our people, and along with all^ 

that happy provifion for their conti- 
nuance, for which wc are returning' 
thanks to God thi5 day. 

Let us do it, I bcfeech you, in the 
way which becomes wife men, by pur- 
fuing the intentions of his bleffings, 
and making abetter ufe of them than 
our forefathers, who fometimes feem*d 
to grow weary of their own happi- 

nefs : let us rather thank God for 

the good land which he has given us ; 

and when we begin to prdfpcr in it, 

and have built goodly houfes, and 

L 4 
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dwelc therein, and when our fihe 

and our gold is mukiplied, and a] 
that we have is multiplied, let the in 
itances of our virtue and benevolenc 
be multiplied with them, that tb 
great and mighty God, who is right 
eous in all his ways, and holy in all hi: 
works, may, in the laft day of ac 
counting with us, judge us worthy oi 
the mercies we have received. 

In vain are days fet apart to ccle* 
brate fuccefsful occurrences, unlefa 

they influence a nation's morals : 

a finful people can never be grateful 

to God, nor can they, properly 

fpeaking, be loyal to their prince j — 
they cannot be grateful to the one,— - 
becaufe they live not under a fcnfc. of 



,^ 



SERMON VIv 153 

his mercies,— — nor can-they ik lojal 
to the other, becaufe thcydifengage. 
the Providence of God ftoija. taking 

his part, ^and then giving a heart 

to his adverfaries to be in tradable,--. 

And therefore, what was faid' by 
fome one. That every fin was a trea- ' 
fon againft the foul, may be Applied 

here, That every wicked man is 

a traitor to his king and his country. 
And, whatever ftatefmen may write of 
the caufes of the rife and fall of na- 
tions ; — for the comrary reafbns, a 
good man will ever be found to be the 
beft patriot and the beft fubjeft : and 
though an individual may fay. What 
can my righteoufnefs profit a nation 
of men ? it may be anfwercd, That if 
it fliould fail of a blcfling here,— 
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it will have one advantage at lead, 

which is this. 

It will fave thy own foul; which 
may God grant. Amen. 
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The Hiftory of Jacob confidered. 

Genesis xlvii. g. 
Andjacohfaid unto Pharaoh^ the dags 
of the years of my pilgrimage are an 
hundred and thirty years : few and 
evil have the days of the years of my 
life been. * 

THERE is not a man in hidory, 
whom I pity more than the man 

who made this reply, not becaufe 

his days were fhorC, but that they 

were long enough to have crowded 
into them, fo much evil as we find. 

Of all the patriarchs, he was the 
inoft unhappy: for^ 'bating thefeven 
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years he fervcd Laban for Rachaier^ 

*' ^bicb feemed to him but a few day;?, 

for the love he had to ber^^ ftrike 

thofe out of the number,^-— all hb 
other days were forrow; and that, 
iiot from his faults, but from the am- 
bition, the violences, and evil paflions 
of others. A large portion of what 
man is born to, comes, you'll fay, 
from the fame quarter: *tis true, but 
(till, in fome mcn*s lives, there feems 

a contexture of mifery;- one evil 

fo rifes put of another, and the whole 
plan and execution of the piece has 
fo very melancholy an air, that a good- 
natured man fhall not be able to look 
upon it, but with tears on his cheeks. . 
I pity this patriarch ftill the more, 
becaufe, from his firft fctting out in 
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life, he had been led into an txpdSta^- 
tion of fuch different fcenes : he was 
told, by Ifaae his father, that Godjhould 
bkfs him with the dew of heaven^ and 
thefatnefs of the earthy and wlh plenty 

of corn and'wine', that people werif 

io ferve him^ and nations to bow \ down 
to him\ — "^that be Jhould be lord over 
his brethren \—^^hat blejfed was every 
.one that bleffed bim^ and cur fed , W0S 
.every one who curfed him. . • 

The fimplicity of youth takes pro-' 
inifcs of happinefs in the fulleft latitude, 
and as thele were moreover con- 
firmed to him by the God of his fia- 
thers, on his way to Padan-arari,— -— 
it would leave no diftruft of their ac- 
complifliment upon his mind; — r— 
«cvery fair and ilattering'Obje£t before 
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him, which wore the face of joy, ht 
would regard as a portion of his ble£* 

fing; he would purfue it, he 

would grafp a fliadow. 

This, by the way, makes it necef- 
fary to fuppofe, that the bleflings 
which were conveyed, had a view to 
blefiings not altogether fuch as a car* 
nal mind would expeft 5 but that, they 
were in a great meafure fpiritual, and 
fuch as the prophetic foul of Ifaac had 
principally before him, in the com* 
prehenfive idea of their future and 
happy eftablifhment, when they were 
no longer to be ftrangers and pil- 
grims upon earth : for in fad, in the 
ftridt and literal fenfe of his father's 

grant, Jacob enjoyed it not; and 

was 4b iiar from being a happy man, 
9 
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that in the molt interefting paflages 
of his life, he met with nothing but 
difappointmcnts and grievous afflic- 
tions. 

Let us accompany him from the 
firfl treacherous hour of a mother's 
ambition ; in confequence of whicb^ 
he is driven forth from his country, 
and the protection of his houfe, to 
feek prote&ion and an eftablifhmenc 
in the houfe of Laban his kinfman. 

In what manner this anfwered his 
expeftations, we find from his own 
pathetick remonft ranee to Laban, when 
he had purfued him ftvcn days jour- 
ney, and overtook him on mount 

Gilead, 1 fee him in the door gf 

the tent, with the calm courage which 
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innocence gives the oppreffed, thus 
Temondrating to 'his father in-law upon 
tiie cruelty of his treatment. 

nefe twenty year's that I have been 
-with theey . thy ewes have not caft 
iheir youngs and the rams of thyflock, ' 
have I not eaten* That which was 
torn of beaftsy I brought not unto thee^ 

/ bare the lofs of it, what was 

ftolen iy day^ or Jlokn by nighty of my 
hajtds didjt thou require it. Thus I 
was : in the day the draught confumed 
me^ and the fr oft by nighty andmyjleep 
departed from my eyes* Thus have I 

been t'wcnty years in thy houfe : / 

ferved thee fourteen years for thy two 
daughters^ and fix years for thy cattle \ 
find thou haft changed my wages ten 
tirfies. 
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Scarce had he recovered from thefc 
evils, when the ill condudt and vices 
of his children wound his foul to 
death. — —Reuben proves inceftuous, 

Judah adulterous, — his daughter 

Dinah is dilhonoured,—— Simeon and 
Levi dilhonour themfclves by treach- 
ery, two of his grandchildren are 

ftricken with fudden death, — Rachael 
his beloved wife perifhes, and in cir- 
cumftances which embitt^r*d his loft, 

his fon Jofcph, a moft, promr- 

fing youth, is torn from him, by the 
envy of his brethren-, and, to clofc ^11,- 
himfelf driven by famine in his old 
age to die amongft the Egyptians, a 
people who held it an abomination 
to eat bread with him. Unhappy 
patriarch i well might he fay> That 

Vol. III. M 
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fiVD and evirkad keen bis days: the 
anfwer, indeed, was extended bejrond 
the monarcfe*s 'inquiry, which wat 

fimply his agc; but how could lie 

look back upon the days of h\^ pil- 
grinuge, without thinking of thefw* 
Fows which thofe days had hroughi 
along with them? all that was mp^ 
in the ^anfwer thdfi in t*he demand* 
was the overflowings of a he^rt r^ady 
to ble^d afrefli at the recQUedtioj^ qf 
what had befallerv 

Unwillingly does the mind digeft 
the evik prepared ibr it by ethers ;— * 
'for thofe we prepare ourfelves, — we 
eat but the fruit whicli.wehaveplanc^ 
and watered: — a fhattered fortunp-^ 
a (battered fran^e, io we have but the 
iatisfa(^.Qn of fha^ttering them our^ 
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^fclves, pafs naturally enough into the 
habit, and by the eafe with which they 
are both done, they fave the fpeifta* 
tx>r a world of pity : but for thdfc like 
Jacob's, brought upon him by the 
hands from which, he looked for all 
his comforts,— -—the avarice ^f a pi- 
rent,— — the unkindnefs of a Kdktion) 

-the ingratitude of a chUd,-*--— 

they are evils which leave a fcar ;*— — 
befides, as they hang over the heads 
of all, and therefore may fall u^ 
;iny;-— every looker-on has an mt* 
reft in the tragedy ;— — but then wc 
arc apt to intercft ourfelvcs no other- 
wife, than merely as the incidents 
thcmfelves ftrike our paffions, with- 
out carrying the Icffon further:-^ 

in a word— we realize nothing:— -•- 
M z 
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wc figh — wc wipe away the cear^«^ 
and there ends the ftory of miferyji 
and the moral with it • 

Let m try to do better with this. 
To begin, with the bad bias whic)^ 
: gave the whole turn to the pattiarch's^ 
life,— — parental partiality— —or pa- 
rental injuftice, — —it matters not by 
what title it ftands diftinguiflied*^---^ 
'lis that, by which Rebekah planted 
a dagger in Efau^s breaft*,. and an 
eternal terror with it, in her own, left 
(he (hould live to.be deprived of thero^ 

both in one day^i and trull mc^ 

dear Chriftians, wherever that equal 
; balance of kindnefs and love^ which 
children look up to you for as their 
natural right, is no longer maintained 
—there will daggerjs ever be planted j 
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4he fpn Jhall literally befet at variance 
^igainji his father j and the daughter 
'Ugainft her mother and the daughterHn- 
law againji her mother-in4aw^ — and a 
man^s foesjb&ll he thtf i>f his own boufi^ 
Md, 

It was an cxcellenit ordinance, as 
well of domcftic policy, as. of equity, 
which Mofcs gave upon this head, in 
the lift of Deuteronoftiy. 

If a man have two wives^ one be^ 
■ioved and one hated^ and they have born 
him children^ both the beloved and the 
hated^ andif ihefirft born f on be hers that 
^ashatedf then i t Jhall be^ whenbe maketh 
bis fons to inherit tbat which be batb^ 
that hi may not make thejon of the be^ 
loved^firft born^ before the fon of the. 
abated w^ub « indeed thefirji boru^-^^ 
M 3 
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iui bejball acknowledge the fan of lU 
baud f$r firji bcrn^ bf giving bim or 
double pQftian of all ibat be baib. The 
evil was wellfenced againft— — «for*tis 
one of tho& which fteals in upon the 
heart with the affections, and courts 
the parent under fo fweet a form, 
that thoufands have been betrayed by 
the very virtues which fhpuld have- 
preferved them^ Nature tells the pa- 
rent, there can be no error on the fide 

of affeftion ; -but we forget, when- 

Nature pleads for one, (he pleads for 

every child alike,. and. Why is 

not her voice to be heard? Solomon^ 
fays, Oppreffion will make a wife man 

mad. What will it do then to ft. 

tender and ingenuous heart, which fcek 
itfclf negleftcd, too full of revc*^ 



j^ 
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rence for the author of its wrongs ta 
complain ?— fee, it fits down in 
filence, robbed by difcouragemcnts, 
of all its natural powers to plcafe>— 
born to fee others loaded with careiTes 

in fome uncheary corner it nou- 

riflies its difcontentj-r— and with a^ 
weight upon its fpirits, which its 
little flock of fortitude is not able to 

withftand, it droops, and pines- 

away*-— Sad Vidim of Capriqe ! 

We arc unavoidably led here into a: 
rfefieftion upon Jacob's conduft in re- 
gard to his fon Jofcph, which no way 
correfpondcd with the leflbn of wif- 
dom, which the miferics of his owa* 
family might have taiight him r forely 
hls'^ eyes had fcen forrow fufficient on 
xHitHi Tcore, to have takeh warning, r 
M- 4 
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andyet^wefihd^ thtt hefellintodit 
fame fnare of partiality to' that «hW 
in his old jige, which his tndther Re- 
bekah had fhcwn to him, in hers,*— ?• 
for Ifrael loved Jofepb more than all bis 
children ; becaufe be wast be f on of Us 
old age ^ and be made bim a coat of mmi^ 

colours,' O Ifricl ! where was th*t 

prpphetic fpirit which darted itfelf ' 
jnto future times, and told each tribe' 
what was to be its fate? — —Where 
was it Bed^ that it could not aid thee 
to look fo little a way forwards, as ta« 
behold this coat of mat^ colours^ flained ? 
with blood ? Why were the tender \ 
emotions of a parent's aiiguifh hid. 
from thy eyes?— —and. Why is ev^; 

thing ? but ,that it plcafes heavenr; 

to give us no more light in our way^rt 
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than will leave virtue in. poffcfiton q£ 
its recompence,— — 

Grant me, gracious God! to 

go cheerfully on, the road which thou 

haft marked out; ^I wifli it neither 

more wide or more fmooth :-^— con- 
tinue the light of this diih taper thou 
haft put into my hands:— —I will 
kneel upon the ground feven times a 
day, to feek the beft track I can with 

it and having done that, I will' 

truft myfelf and the iffue of my jour- * 
ney to thee, who art the fountain of 
joy,— —and will fing foiigs of com- 
fort as I go along. 

Let us proceed to the fecond great 

occurrence in the patriarch's life.— — 

The impolition of a wife upon him> 

which he neither bargained for or 

5^. 
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loved— —i^m/ ii came ta pafs in thi 
morning J heboid ii was Leab ! aai hi 
/aid unto Lahan^ What is this that tlw 
baft done unto me? Did 1 n§tferve tbu 
for Racbael? Wherefore then bafi thou- 
beguiled me ! 

This indeed is out of the fyftem of 
all conjugal impoficions now, but 
the moral of it is (till good ; and the 
abufe with the fame complaint of Ja- 
cob's upon it, will ever be repeated, 
fo long as art and artifice are fo bufy- 
as they are in thefe affairs^ 

Liften, I pray you, to the ftories- 
of the difappointed in marriage t ■ ■■■ 
coUeft all their complaints,:^— hear 
their mutual reproaches ; upon what 
fatal hinge do the greatelt part of 
them turn ? — " They were miftakcn^ 
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in the perfbn/* — Some difguifc cithei^^ 
of body or mind is feen thrca^h vat 
the firft domeftic fcuffle j-— — ftwie 
fair ornament— '-'pcrhaps the very; 
one which won the heart — — xi^ ^r*, 
7iament of a meek and quiet fpirily falls 

ofFj Bis mttbe Rachaelfor whm 

Ihavefervedy iVhy baft thou them 

beguiled me ? 

Be open be honefl: : give your^ 

felf for what you arej conceal nothing 

■ varnifh nothing,— and if thcfc; 
fair weapons will not doj — —better 
not conquer at all, than conquer for 

a day : ^when the night is paffed, 

*twill ever be the fame ftory, And 

a came to pafs^ heboid it was Leab! 

If the heart beguiles itfclf in its 
choice, and inaaginatioQ will ^ve cxf 
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cdliencies which are not the portion gf 

15e(h and blood : when the dream 

is over, and we awake in the nwrn- 
iDg, it matters little whether 'tis Ra- 

chacl or Leah,-^ be the object what 

it will, as it muft be on the earthly 
fide, at leaft, of pcrfeftion, — it will 
fall fliort of the work of fancy, whofe 
exiftcnce is in the clouds. 

In fuch cafes of deception, let not 
man exclaim as Jacob does in his,-^ 

ff^bat is it thou baft done unto me ? ^ 

for 'tis his own doings, and he has 
nothing to lay his fault on, but. the 
heat and poetick indifcretion of hij 
own paffions. \ 

I know not whetlicr 'tis oF any life 
to take notice of this fingularity iillttie 
patriarch's lifei in regard to the WcoB^pf 



he received from Laban, wfiieh Was 
the very wrong he had done ibfefbrc to 
his father Ifaac, when the infirmities 
of old age had difabled him from di- 
ftinguiftiing one child from another r 
jirf tbou my very fan Efau? an4 be. 
faidy I am. *Tis doubtful whether 
Leah's veracity was put to the fame 
teft, — but both fuffered from a fimi- 
litude of flratagem ; and 'tis hard-ta 
fay, whether the anguifh, from crofs'd 
love, in the breaft of one brother^ 
might not be as fore a punifhment, as. 
the difquietudes of crofsM ambition 
'and revenge, in the breaft rf^thc 
other. 

.1 do not fee which way the honour 
rf i^rovidcnce is concerned in repay- 
i^ijus Gcadly, in out own coio,--*^: 
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or, why a nuin fhoutd fall into thft 
•very pit, (and no other) which he 
has graven and digged for another man:: 
rtime and chance may bring flith inci- 
dents about, and there wants nothing, 
:but that Jacob (hould have been a bad 
man, to have made this a common- 
place text for fuch a dodlrine. 

It is enough for us, that the beft 
•way to efcape evil, is, in general, not 
^to commit it ourfclves— — and that 
whenever the paffions of mankind will 
order it otherwifc, to rob thofe^ at 
Icaft, wJm lave judgmentSy of the tri- 
umph of finding it out, that our 

travail has returned upon our beads ^ and 
€ur violent doings upon our own pates. 

I cannot conclude this difcourle^ 
without returning firfl: to the part 
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•with which it fct out ;— ~-the patFi-t 
arch's account to the king of Egypt^ 
^of the Ihortnefs and mifcry of his days:; 
——give me Jeave to bring this bomQ 
to us, by a fmgle -^sefiedlion upon 
each. 

There is fomething ftrange in it 
that life Ihould appearvfo fliort in the 

grojs ^and yet fo long inJkeJetaiL 

Mifery may make it fp, you'll fay — 
but we will exclude it,— -^and ftUl 
you'll find, though we all complain 
of the Ihortnefs of life, what numbers 
there are who feem q^uitc overftocked 
with the days and hours of it, and are 
continually fending out into the high- 
ways and ftreets of the city, to compel 
guefts to come in, and take it off ditir^ 
hands : to do this with ingchuitf aiwf 
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forecaft, is not one o£ the lead: arts 
and bufinefs of life itfelf ; and they 
who cannot fucceed in it, carry as 
many marks of diftrefs about them, as 
bankruptcy herfelf could wear.. Be^as 
carelefs as we may, we (hall not aU 
ways have the power, — — nor fhall 
we always be in a*teniper to let the 
account run thus. When ' the blood 
is coord, and the fpirits, which have 
hurried us on through half our days, 
before we have numbered one of them> 
^re beginning to retire; — ^then wif- 
dom will prefs a moment to be heard» 
«— afHi£bions or a bed of ficknefs wilt 

find their hours of perlliafion • 

and, fhould they fail, — there is fome- 

thing^yet behind, old^ age will 

overtake us at the laft» and with it» 
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trembling hand hold up the gkifs. to 
us, as it did unto the patgiaKch» ■"■ 

— —Dear inconfidierate Chrillians !• 
wait not, I befeech you, till then ;^^ 
take a view of your life now ;—- ^ 
look back, behold this fair fpace ca* 
pable of fuch heavenly improvements 
— >all fcrawl'd over and defaced with — 
-——I want words to fay, with^what 
-——for I think only of the refledlions 
.with which you are to fupport your* 
felves,^ in the decline of a life fo mi* 
ierably cad away,, ihould it happen^ 
as it often does, that ye have ftood 
idle unto the eleventh hour, and have 
all the work of the day to perform 
when night comes on) and no one can. 
work. 

Vot. m. N. 
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sAy. As BO tlieerif ioT die AkfflK 
the yean of our pigtbti^-^^^f^ 
ariacion ind fad appear at variance 
again.— —-We j^ice with the paoi 
arch» that the life of man b «iileraUe<i 
and yet the world looka happq^ cnou^ 
— ^-and every thing aolerably^. atis 
eafe. It muft be noted iodeed» that 
ihe patriarch, in this accQDnt» fpcalH| 
merely his prefent feelings and ieeou 
rather to be giving a hiftory t>f his 
fuflferings, tlian a fyftem of them, ia 
contradiflion to that of the Goo of 
Love. Look upoii cbewiiM'ld he IM 

givefi us, -^bferve the riches aacE 

plenty which flows in every <:hanMV^ 
not only to fatisfy the deijlrqs of the 

temperate, but of the jfaAnful and 

wanton every place is. almoft ;«; 



Jacob,, jiui Jdb, aiKl. SclfbnMB^^av 
ooe feftbn «f the ^j/^bt ^m u d si d^H^ 
reprcfenttttkm aiidc^eri-k*MM(tt)tli4fetlll 

preponderates^ is beyond ourtnq^dkjr i 

fiift^ As ir Tcsndfu tiie Crtator of the 
«pr)4m9i«de«raiid yenenfcbieto rnc} 
Wdt iwQiidfyf ^^Ggiife I wjU^not flip- 
pofe, chat a work intended -to eMt 
his glot79 fhbuld ftand in wane oi 
apologies, v 

^ WhateV^is the proportion of nil^' 
ftfy in thji^ii^Ofldf it ii cert^, Agt it 
eA|> be iiodat]^ of 4^digi6n to iiicfeaff 
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Poor unfortunate xreflti^u^)^ Ibg^ 
if ! as if tfce caufes of langui^jin^tlxf 
Iftfart were not enow'*--<-^-*^t^em^lt^ 
iili up the inrieafure wkh thofcof ca^^ 
pHce^ xmd not cnlf walk m a vaia 
Aadow,^-'--^^btoPdifquict^ 4^ in 
vain too. 

^ VKc are a reftkfs fct of beings j .^d 
as wc are likely to cootintic To to the 
(frtdof the world,— —the teft we can 
do in it, is to make the Amc ufe o£ 
this part of our charafter, which wife 
men do ctf otficr bad prcfp^nfiuca— r— 
when thcf find they amnot xonqucr 
them^'^i'^^^they endeavour} i^ieaftt to 
divert itheminti^ good cb^onek,^ 
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race of fclf.torole;ntp^$^««|cr pudngj 
the common objedb which make u 
foy — and for God's f%ke \)f foUcitotu 
onJIy to live well. 
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